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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
The City of DeFuniak in collaboration with Walton County appointed DRS and Ayres to undertake the
preparation of the City’s Parks and Recreation Master Plan. This report documents the planning process, public
outreach undertaken, assessment of facilities, and presents a roadmap for the City’s Parks and Recreation
facilities. The report is organized in chapters as described below:

• Chapter 1 provides an introduction to the process including a summary of the community
outreach undertaken. The community outreach summary is supplemented by online survey
results found in the appendices. Chapter 1 also includes an overview of the City of DeFuniak’s
park system.
• Chapter 2 focuses on descriptions on the existing parks. An overview of each park is
provided, and is supplemented with worksheets used to inventory the condition of the parks.
The consultant team visited each park and assessed the facilities, access, maintenance needs,
and any environmental issues. In addition, boundaries and surveys of each park are included
in the appendices.
• Chapter 3 looks at the whole city and explores options for linking the parks. It details bike
and pedestrian connections and suggests opportunities for corridor enhancements that will
allow for more multi-modal access throughout the city and to each park.
• Chapter 4 digs into how well the parks are serving this community. This chapter examines
the demographics near the parks and outlines the areas served. It explores options for park
expansion in the context of expected community growth. It suggests trail connections and
presents a parks master plan and recommendations. In addition, facilities operations and
maintenance are discussed.
• Chapter 5 concludes the analysis by supplying strategies for implementation and
recommending phase improvements and options for potential grant funding.
The plan captures the wishes of the community. As the plan recommendations and strategies are
implemented, the quality of life in DeFuniak Springs will be enhanced significantly to achieve the
vision to provide a safe, accessible, and interconnected parks system full of quality recreational
facilities that meet community aspirations.

This document outlines a series of overall recommendations in addition to pointing out park specific
observations and suggestions. In the coming pages these recommendations are explained in the context of the overall parks system, and they are listed below for easy reference.
Recommendation #1 – Plan future parks based on age and population density. Some of DeFuniak Spring’s parks serve
as regional draws, like Chipley Park, but others are neighborhood focused. As improvements are made, it will be important, particularly with neighborhood parks to think about the nearby demographics when picking the type of activities in
the park. For parks that bring people from outside the city, surveys could be used rather than demographics to identify
needs.
Recommendation #2 – Plan for a variety of park types as population grows, assuring that at least the minimum standards
are met. Work with Walton County and developers to assure that parks are located in a way to meet service area needs.
Rather than selecting the most readily available land for future parks, consider the park’s role and function in the park
network.
Recommendation #3 – Adopt a detailed multi-year maintenance plan for the parks system. There are many maintenance
needs to be prioritized. The City should designate and prioritize an increasing amount of funds for maintenance.
Recommendation #4 – Designate land for a Lake to Lake linear park. A concept to build a linear park along Live Oak
Avenue and other supporting streets is shown in Chapter 3. Begin the process of designating a detailed area where this
connection can be made. Land is available in the public and railroad rights-of-way.
Recommendation #5 – Develop the Lake to Lake linear park. Parks function well when they are part of a system, and
linear parks can serve transportation needs and recreation needs at the same time. The Lake to Lake linear park can be a
unique feature for DeFuniak Springs.
Recommendation #6 – In conjunction with Walton County, seek out a site for additional baseball fields. With the ultimate
closing of Gene Hurley Park, several baseball diamonds will be lost, and the Little League facility is at capacity. Continue
conversations with the County to plan a new baseball complex.
Recommendation #7 – Establish a working group to compare and contrast several potential dog park sites. Interest has
been expressed in a dog park, but before selecting a site, criteria for that selection should be developed. In addition,
maintenance plans should be established early on. Criteria that a group could use to recommend a site to the City Council could include: proximity to housing, size, security, parking availability, lighting, and goals for number of dogs to be
accommodated.
Recommendation #8 – Establish a formal community group to discuss improvements to Pat Covell Park #2. This park is
used by the surrounding neighborhoods for festivals and other events. Efforts should be made to adjust the park to community needs and create a sense of community that results in neighbors programing and monitoring the park.
Recommendation #9 – Develop a city-wide greenways and trails plan that will establish current and future routes, guidelines for design and shared use, and explore funding opportunities. Several opportunities to connect parks and other destinations are outlined in this plan. These should be prioritized, further designed, and incorporated into other city plans.
Recommendation #10 – Develop a plan for yearly investments to eliminate accessibility issues. Many of the parks do not
meet the Americans with Disabilities Act design guideline and other best practices, resulting in potential liability for the
City. A prioritized list of corrections should be developed.
Recommendation #11 – Continue work on the tree ordinance and develop landscape maintenance guidelines. Trees
are an important resource and should be maintained according to best practice standards. Guidelines and an adopted
replacement policy will ensure that the parks continue to be attractive.
Recommendation #12 – Establish a group to apply for grants and to solicit private donations. Often cities don’t have the
time or resources to apply for grants. A community group can fill that need. A list of potential grants is included in this
document. A “friends of the parks” group could also solicit donations.
Recommendation #13 – Rebrand and rename the parks. Create an image that can be associated with each park and market the parks as a unified system. Many people are unfamiliar with all of the city’s parks. More dynamic naming, a signature image, and coordinated signage can create a brand that creates enthusiasm for the parks.
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01 OVERVIEW
1.1 Introduction

The DeFuniak Springs Parks and Recreation Master Plan was undertaken in the summer of 2022 as part of a
grant received from the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity (DEO) organized through Walton County.
The City of DeFuniak Springs currently has ten parks of varying age and character. The work undertaken under
this project includes:
•
•
•
•

The review of previous parks and recreational planning efforts
Preparation of a field inventory of existing parks, playgrounds, and public open space
Assessment of opportunities, constraints, and physical conditions of each city park and new park
opportunities
Preparation of a Final Master that includes existing and new parks, and park connections

The city’s parks system is also complimented by the parks provided and managed by Walton County such as
the Wee Care Park and other open spaces in the city’s schools under the Walton County School Board.

Walton County’s Wee Care Park

Harbeson Field, Skate Park and Community Center
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Lake Stanley Park and Pier

Henry Park and Museum Depot in downtown and
adjacent to Lake DeFuniak Chipley Park

Plan Purpose

The study is intended to give the City direction in the management of it’s parks system. As per the census data,
the City of DeFuniak Springs is expected to grow at an estimated rate of 6% from its current population of
approximately 6,200 people to almost 12,000 over the next decade. Robust parks provisions play a large part in
what makes a community desirable, and they serve important recreational needs. Thus, the City expects to use
this plan to guide future decisions about park management, expansion, and budget planning.

Vision, Goals, and Objectives

The vision expressed through conversations with the community is to have a safe, accessible, and
interconnected parks system full of quality recreational facilities that meet community aspirations.
To achieve this, the City, in collaboration with the community, must:
1. Plan for equity and appropriate distribution of parks related resources,
2. Fit programing and activities with the existing and future park resources, and
3. Manage the parks system in a way that is safe and desirable for residents.

Priorities

During the community workshops held as part of the plan development process, several priorities were
expressed.

A safe, accessible, and interconnected parks
system full of quality recreational facilities
that meet community aspirations

CHAPTER 1: Overview | 3

People expressed concern about the maintenance of the parks and indicated a need for updated elements
in the parks. Equipment was a major issue discussed, as was the maintenance of trees and other landscape
elements.
Planning for future growth and locating parks near neighborhoods was also discussed. Some of the current
parks are isolated, while the need for new parks will grow with additional population. Thus, the distribution of
future locations for parks will be examined.
Because several of the parks are isolated, a plan to connect the parks arose as a priority. Henry Park and
Chipley Park (the Lake Yard) are major features in the community. Preserving and managing these parks is key
to viability of downtown and the overall image of the community.

1.2 City Park System

The city’s ten parks are mostly distributed in the city’s established downtown and residential population areas
in proximity to Nelson Avenue (US 90). As the city grows mostly to the north and south, and considering it’s
annexation policies, additional park provisions will be required in the fast growing north and south portions of
the city.

History

The area that became DeFuniak Springs was originally home to Native Americans. In the late 1800s, the
city around Lake DeFuniak was established during the construction of the Pensacola and Atlantic railroad.
Downtown was developed on the North side of the railroad, and the city continued to grow. Wayside Park was
established in 1952 in memory of Governor Sidney Catts who lived nearby. Other parks were added to meet
the community’s needs over time.

Comprehensive Plan and Codes

The City has a comprehensive plan that was adopted in 2010. The plan includes a series of parks and recreation
related policies. Many of the policies are operations related. However, the plan does indicate that:
•
•
•

The City will provide at least .02 acres of parks and open space for each resident.
The Land Development Code shall include requirements for the provision of open space in all planned
development.
The City of DeFuniak Springs will evaluate the need for open space within the City of DeFuniak
Springs and when necessary in the future, the City may develop a program for the purchase of open
space needed to meet adopted level of service standards and to protect environmentally sensitive
areas.

Management and Staffing

Currently the parks are managed by the Public Works Department, which must balance parks needs with other
needs throughout the city. Budgets are established annually, and there is no source of funds dedicated directly
to the parks. The City does not provide recreational programming. Sports and other events are managed by
organizations like the Boys and Girls Club and the Little League. There are no staff dedicated to managing the
City’s Parks and Recreation and its programming.
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Existing City Parks and Context
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1.3 Parks Master Plan Community Outreach

Input from the community was gathered in multiple ways during the development of this plan.

Website and Online Surveys

An online survey was developed and posted on the City’s website. The survey consisted of both general and
site-specific questions. The questions and results can be found in the appendices. The survey was available
from August 12th to August 22nd and featured on the front page of the City’s website.

Public Workshop Outcomes
Four drop-in discussions were held. These were
hosted in conjunction with meetings for the
DeFuniak Main Street Master Plan process to
a) garner more participation and b) explore
synergies between downtown and the parks
system.
The meetings were held at the community center at
Harbeson Field on August 16th and 17th. Sessions
were held in the morning, afternoon, and evening to
make participation easier. Ten to twenty people attended each session, with close to 100 people participating
overall.

Project Steering Committee (Tree Board) Meetings

The consultant team met with the City’s Tree Board three times during the process. The Tree Board served as a
steering committee for the process, guiding the input, promoting the effort, and providing initial feedback on
the recommendations.
The project team held discussions with City staff, officials and concerned residents and the community at large
on the aspirations for the city’s parks.

02 PARKS AND OPEN SPACE
02 INVENTORY AND SURVEYS
2.1 Overview

DeFuniak Springs has ten parks. Two of them, Lake Stanley Park and Chipley Park, which surrounds Lake
DeFuniak (also called the Lake Yard) are major destinations. Henry Park, which contains the museum depot and
the “opinion place” is adjacent to Chipley Park and adds to the destination nature of the area.
The city also has a series of sport focused parks including: Gene Hurley Park (also known as the DeFuniak
Spring Recreation Center), Harbeson Field and the associated skate park, and the tennis courts at Plateau and
Clay Streets.
The remaining parks Pat Covell Park #1, the wayside park at Highway 90 and 331, Florence Park on S. 11th
Street, and Pat Covell Park #2 are neighborhood, small scale parks.
The City owned parks are complemented by County owned parks and school yards. The Wee Care Park and the
Eagle Springs Golf and Recreation Park are major destinations, as well as the DeFuniak Springs Little League
facility.
The City owned parks range in age and condition. Each is described below.
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Existing Parks Map
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Recently Walton County’s Health Department undertook an assessment of the County’s main parks. Several
parks in the city were also assessed in this study, which can be found here: https://walton.floridahealth.gov/
programs-and-services/community-health-planning-and-statistics/data-and-reports1/index.html

2021

LOCAL PARKS ASSESSMENT
WALTON COUNTY, FLORIDA
RELEASED: JULY 21, 2021
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2.2 Facilities Inventories and Assessments

Before making a plan for future park investments. The existing conditions need to be understood. As part of
this study each park was visited and the equipment was inventoried. In the following pages, the condition of
each park is noted and photographs depict the condition of the equipment. In addition, a summary of the role
each park plays in the city follows.

Gene Hurley Park/DeFuniak Springs
Recreation Complex

This park has drawn people for sporting
events in the past. However, the airport
expansion has made the location
undesirable. It is expected that in a
few years, the park equipment will be
relocated the land repurposed. Until
that time, vandalism will likely be an
issue because the park is isolated and
under-utilized.

Lake Stanley Park

People enjoy this park which is
located on a good-sized lake. The
park offers space for play, picnicking,
swimming, and a boat launch.
Unfortunately, the park is prone to
flooding.

Pat Covell Park #1

The City’s newest playground is located
in this park. It is close to West DeFuniak
Elementary School and the Little League
complex. School owned sports field lie
between the school and the park. These
fields are heavy used when games are
held at the Little League facility but are
vacant many other times. Despite the
proximity of activities, the park feels
isolated, and vandalism has been an
issue.
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Wayside Park @ 90 & 331

Long range plans exist to connect
Highway 83 and 331. This new
road alignment will likely result in
the removal of this park. The park
contains a historic highway marker
that is enhanced by planting provide
by the local garden club. Plans will
need to be made for the relocation of
this marker.

Harbeson Field/Skate Park

Pee Wee football is played at this park
making it very active during game times.
The skate park is also used primarily by
teenagers in the evening. The park has
the advantage of having the community
center and city operations nearby. There
is the potential for more programming
and activity.

Florence Park/S. 11th Street

This park is home to the Boy and
Girl Scout headquarters and a City
storage building. It serves as a pleasant
neighborhood park but is in need of
playground equipment upgrades to serve
smaller children.

Tennis Courts at Plateau Avenue
and Clay Street

The tennis courts are relatively new and
appear to be well used. Playground
equipment was recently removed and
not replaced. A vacant city owned
parcel is located across the street from
the tennis courts. There are several
options for the vacant parcel, but the
City’s budget for improvements will be
a factor.
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Henry Park/Museum Depot/
The Opinion Place

The park features are more tourist
destinations than typical park features.
They add to the downtown and Chipley
Park. There are many opportunities for
more programming and events in this
location.

Chipley Park/The Lake Yard

This park is the center of the community
with multiple activities. Opportunities
exist to enhance those activities and
better connect the park with downtown
and the rest of the city.

Pat Covell Park #2

This park is isolated from the rest of
the city but is heavily used by near by
residents. Even though the park is used
for celebrations and event, it has also
suffered from vandalism. Opportunities
exist to better coordinate and monitor
events at this park.
To plan for future park development, good data on the existing properties is needed. For this reason, boundary
surveys and topographic data were requested, and these can be found in appendix A3.

Henry Park and Museum Depot

The City’s parks and recreation facilities
need to be upgraded, funded, and
managed by a dedicated team
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2.3 Current Maintenance Needs and Costs

The City of DeFuniak Springs does not have a full parks and recreation department. The City only provides
maintenance, and it does not provide programming. There is one staff person dedicated to parks maintenance,
and the maintenance needs are serious. In addition to the day-to-day issues of mowing and trash clean up,
many of the parks have out of date equipment and most parks do not meet the Americans with Disabilities Act
design standards. Vandalism is an issue in many parks. There is no set funding stream for parks, so the needs
must be weighed each year against other needs in the city.

Pat Covell Park #2

02 PARK-PEDESTRIAN
03 CONNECTIVITY ANALYSIS

Pedestrian and bike connectivity is a key aspect of a successful parks and recreation program. Access to all
the current facilities in the city are mostly limited to and prioritize vehicular access, and only a few parks are
accessible by an external sidewalk system. Arguably the most accessible park in the city is Chipley Park around
Lake DeFuniak. The sidewalks on both sides of Circle Drive around the lake provide pedestrian access to the
Lake Yard Park, surrounding residential communities and downtown adjacent to the Lake and rail line.

3.1 Bicycle and Pedestrian Linkages

Generally, the city’s streets have sidewalks in the core downtown and urban areas and limited sidewalks in the
other residential neighborhoods.
• There are no sidewalks connecting to Gene Hurley Park, Pat Covell Park #1, Florence Park, Tennis
Courts, Tennis Courts on Clay Street and Pat Covell Park #2.
• Partial sidewalk access is available to Lake Stanley Park, Wayside Park, and Harbeson Field/Skate Park
where sidewalks are present on one side of the park or across the street from the park.
• Henry Park/Museum Depot and Chipley Park are the only fully pedestrian accessible parks. Bicycle
access and facilities are not provided in the city.

Lake Stanley Park with no internal sidewalks

Circle Drive sidewalk connectivity on both sides of the street
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Pat Covell Park #1 with no external sidewalk connectivity

There is an opportunity to improve pedestrian and bike access city-wide specifically providing connections to
the city’s main public amenity, namely the parks. This is best undertaken in collaboration with the City’s Public
Works Department working with the Okaloosa-Walton Transportation Planning Organization (TPO), the Walton
County Parks and Recreation Department and Walton County Public Works Department.
The City’s Comprehensive Plan Transportation Element through its goals, objectives, and policies, emphasizes
these concepts of improved sidewalk connectivity, shared use, and bicycle facilities to achieve a costeffective multimodal transportation system. Through the
implementation of these policies, the access and use of city
parks and recreational facilities will be greatly enhanced.
Useful resources for planning the city’s bicycle and pedestrian
facilities are available through the Florida Department of
Transportation (FDOT) at https://www.fdot.gov/roadway/
bikeped/default.shtm. The Statewide and District Bicycle
Pedestrian Coordinators are useful contacts and enablers to
assist the City to realize these goals. An additional reference
for good overall planning of the city’s system is the Florida
Department of Environmental Protection’s (FDEP) Statewide
Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP) at https://
floridadep.gov/Parks/florida-scorp-outdoor-recreationflorida.
Subject to specific right-of-way (ROW) space availability,
easements and ownership, the City can implement dedicated
multi-use paths or shared travel lane facilities as part of a
Complete Streets approach. The land ownership map and
recommendations related to dedicated multi-use paths/trails
and shared travel lane connectivity is outlined in Chapter 4.
These could be used to build the framework for a robust citywide Bike and Pedestrian Access plan that could benefit the
city’s parks and recreation assets and provide greater access.

Pat Covell Park # 2 with no external
sidewalk connectivity
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Dedicated Multi-use Paths

Dedicated multi-use paths serve a function of
providing safe designated corridors for bikes,
pedestrians, and other non-vehicular users as
an alternative mode of transportation providing
greater mobility choices. The FDOT and FHA
(Federal Highway Authority) recommend a 10feet corridor for a two-way shared use path in a
separated right-of-way.

Shared Use Path Example

5

Typical Cross-Section of Multi-Use Path (source FDOT Design Manual)

Shared Travel Lanes

le Facilities

9

Shared travel lanes are when several modes of
transportation including bikes, golf-carts and
motor vehicles can share the same travel lanes.
The key criteria is to limit the posted speed to
below 35mph for user safety. As per FDOT’s
Design Manual, these travel lanes are typically
11 feet wide and in certain cases they can be
planned on 10 feet wide travel lanes.
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3.2 Opportunity Corridors

Based on the feedback received from the community at the public meetings, surveys, workshops, and
interaction with City staff, several corridors were identified as potential bike-ped connectivity corridors to
benefit the City’s parks and recreation system. These are shown in the map to below. Key recommendations
related to bike-ped connectivity are outlined in Chapters 4 and 5.

Bike-Ped Opportunities

Enhanced multi-modal connectivity to
the City’s parks and other assets

04 PARK OPPORTUNITIES
4.1 Demographics

When planning parks, it’s logical that they should be located where the most people live. Two maps show
population density and location by age. Most of DeFuniak Spring’s parks are located in areas where people can
easily access them. The one exception is Gene Hurley Park which is located near the airport. This park will likely
be closed, so the service areas will change.
The most recent census indicates that only 6.5% of the population of DeFuniak Springs is under 5 years of age,
and 20% are under 18 years of age. This would indicate that the city likely has enough playgrounds and may
want to shift its priorities to activities for older residents.
The largest pockets of population density are near Pat Covell Park #1 and #2 and the area southwest of Chipley
Park near the tennis courts. One area of population density not near a city park is north of Lake Stanley.
However, this area is within a mile of a county park.
Recommendation #1 – Plan future parks based on age and population density. Some of DeFuniak Spring’s
parks serve as regional draws, like Chipley Park, but others are neighborhood focused. As improvements are
made, it will be important, particularly with neighborhood parks to think about the nearby demographics
when picking the type of activities in the park. For parks that bring people from outside the city, surveys
could be used rather than demographics to identify needs.
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Population Density - Children Under 5
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Population Density - Ages 5 to 9
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Population Density - Ages 10 to 17
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Population Density - Ages 55 and over
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Population Density
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4.2 Service Areas

The City of DeFuniak Springs has an established goal of providing .02 acres of park space for each resident.
With a population of 6,283 people this translates to a need for 125 acres of parkland. Currently the city
meets this level, but with the likely loss of Gene Hurley Park and Wayside Park, the city may drop below it’s
requirements. The acres of park land are somewhat difficult to measure because two lakes make up part of the
offerings. If the water is counted, the requirement may still be met. However, the population will grow so a plan
will still need to be made for future park development.

NRPA Recommended Park Standards
Mini Parks
Neighborhood Parks
Community Parks
Total

0.5 acres/1,000 population
2 acres/1,000 population
8 acres/1,000 population

10.5acres/1,000 population

The National Recreation and Parks Association recommends a certain number of parks area based on the type
of park.
Recommendation #2 – Plan for a variety of park types as population grows, assuring that at least the
minimum standards are met. Work with Walton County and developers to assure that parks are located in
a way to meet service area needs. Rather than selecting the most readily available land for future parks,
consider the park’s role and function in the park network.
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Park Service Areas Map
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4.3 Current Renovation and Expansion Plans
City leaders expect development to bring
approximately 4,000 new homes to the area
southeast of the intersection of Highway 331
and I-10, 100 new multi-family units to the
area southwest of the same intersection, and
approximately 450 new units north of the city
outside the city limits. The City already plans
to work with developers in these areas to plan
for parks, but maintenance will be an issue.
In addition, several renovations are needed
to existing parks. Many of the parks have out
of date play equipment, flooding issues, and
accessibility concerns.
Recommendation #3 – Adopt a detailed multi-year maintenance plan for the parks system. There are
many maintenance needs to be prioritized. The City should designate and prioritize an increasing amount
of funds for maintenance.

4.4 Current Park Acquisition Plans

At this time, the City expects that new parks will be added by developers rather than the local government.
While park acquisition is important, the community should focus on connecting existing parks through a linear
park network as described in Chapter 3.
Recommendation #4 – Designate land for a Lake to Lake linear park. A concept to build a linear park along
Live Oak Avenue and other supporting streets is shown in Chapter 3. Begin the process of designating a
detailed area where this connection can be made. Land is available in the public and railroad rights-of-way.

New and improved recreation facilities that
meet community aspirations
and demand
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4.5 Needs and Opportunities Assessment

An evaluation of city owned land and easements was conducted and the largest opportunity identified was the
development of a Lake to Lake linear park.
In addition, compensating for the loss of Gene Hurley Park will be necessary. When Gene Hurley Park
is eliminated, the school fields adjacent to Pat Covell Park #1 and West DeFuniak Elementary should be
augmented. Additional land for ball fields will still be needed, so in partnership with the County, Little League,
and school district, a full assessment of sports needs should be done.
Other needs, such as the development of pickle ball courts and a dog park, were raised at the community
workshop. The vacant parcel across from the tennis courts offers the opportunity of additional uses. Because
a dog park can have a heavy impact on a neighborhood and generate daily maintenance needs, it is
recommended that a full study of a series of potential sites for a dog park be undertaken.
Pat Covell Park #2 appears to have the greatest needs related to maintenance and programming. The park
is well used by nearby residents, but vandalism is a serious problem. There is potential to work with the
community to formalize programing for this park and to even explore the development of adjacent sites to
provide more opportunities for people to watch over the park.
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Recommendation #5 – Develop the Lake to Lake linear park. Parks function well when they are part of a
system, and linear parks can serve transportation needs and recreation needs at the same time. The Lake
to Lake linear park can be a unique feature for DeFuniak Springs.

Recommendation #6 – In conjunction with Walton County, seek out a site for additional baseball fields.
With the ultimate closing of Gene Hurley Park, several baseball diamonds will be lost, and the Little League
facility is at capacity. Continue conversations with the County to plan a new baseball complex

Recommendation #7 – Establish a working group to compare and contrast several potential dog park sites.
Interest has been expressed in a dog park, but before selecting a site, criteria for that selection should
be developed. In addition, maintenance plans should be established early on. Criteria that a group could
use to recommend a site to the City Council could include: proximity to housing, size, security, parking
availability, lighting, and goals for number of dogs to be accommodated.

Recommendation #8 – Establish a formal community group to discuss improvements to Pat Covell Park
#2. This park is used by the surrounding neighborhoods for festivals and other events. Efforts should be
made to adjust the park to community needs and create a sense of community that results in neighbors
programing and monitoring the park.
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Vacant Land Map
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4.6 Future Park Opportunity Sites

During the public input process, two parks, Pat Covell #1 and Pat Covell #2 were identified as needing
investment. For both parks people expressed concern about a lack of activity and the frequent occurrence of
vandalism. The concepts below have been developed as a long term vision of how more life could be brought
to each area. While the plans are aspirational, they can serve as a conversation starter and be used to build
partnerships to improve both parks. In addition, there is the opportunity to create a linear park connecting the
two lakes, and ultimately other parks. The railroad right-of-way provides a unique opportunity for the addition
of a multi-use path as shown below.

The addition of more sports fields has been discussed in this area, and there’s a great opportunity for the
school district, City, and Little League to partner to develop this area as a whole. Improvements to the school
fields and the Little League sports complex will bring more people to the area and provide “eyes on” Pat Covell
Park #1. All three properties should be re-designed as a whole. With the ultimate elimination of Gene Hurley
Park and the sports fields there, Pat Covell Park #1 can become the sports center for DeFuniak Springs.
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The City owns a large parcel of land north of Pat Covell Park #2. There is the opportunity to develop that parcel
as a new park with a community center and sell the existing park for residential development. Doing this would
add more people to the neighborhood and create more of a destination park. There is opportunity to build
partnerships to create activities at a new community center, and as with Pat Covell #1 this will provide more
“eyes on the park”.
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The railroad corridor and wide boulevard along West Live Oak Avenue provide a great opportunity for a linear
park. With the simple addition of a multi-use path and strategic plannings, the space can serve as both a park
and trail. This provides non-motorized transportation options, makes better use of the land, and creates a
unique feature for the city.
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4.7 Future Trail Connections

The addition of a Lake to Lake linear park will add needed connectivity, but other trails related issues need to
be addressed. There is the opportunity to add a bike lane around the outside of Chipley Park and even offer a
bike share program. In addition, the opportunity of bike and pedestrian connections extends far beyond the
areas surrounding the parks.
Recommendation #9 – Develop a city-wide greenways and trails plan that will establish current and future
routes, guidelines for design and shared use, and explore funding opportunities. Several opportunities to
connect parks and other destinations are outlined in this plan. These should be prioritized, further designed,
and incorporated into other city plans.

Concept Trail Connectivity
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4.8 Facilities Operations

One of the biggest issues for the parks is that they are not in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities
Act guidelines. In almost every park, play equipment that is accessible to children with disabilities is needed, as
are ground treatments that will allow people in wheelchairs to move through the parks.
Another major maintenance issue is the management of trees and plantings. During the community workshops,
several people mentioned the need for policies related to pruning and tree removal. An adopt-a-tree program
is in the works, but a full inventory and maintenance program is needed.
The City struggles with funding for the parks. A group could be assigned to pursue grants and raise private
funds to augment the City’s efforts.
Recommendation #10 – Develop a plan for yearly investments to eliminate accessibility issues. Many of the
parks do not meet the Americans with Disabilities Act design guideline and other best practices, resulting
in potential liability for the City. A prioritized list of corrections should be developed.

Recommendation #11 – Continue work on the tree ordinance and develop landscape maintenance guidelines.
Trees are an important resource and should be maintained according to best practice standards. Guidelines
and an adopted replacement policy will ensure that the parks continue to be attractive.

Recommendation #12 – Establish a group to apply for grants and to solicit private donations. Often cities
don’t have the time or resources to apply for grants. A community group can fill that need. A list of
potential grants is included in this document. A “friends of the parks” group could also solicit donations.

4.9 Branding

DeFuniak Springs has a good parks system. However, many people who participated in the workshops were
unaware of all the parks. The names cause confusion and do not generate a positive image. A branding effort
along with renaming would build affection for the parks system. An art program based on local imagery could
enhance such an effort.
Coupled with the physical improvements and programming, the re-branding of the City’s Parks can help
residents and users with a renewed sense of community and pride.

Recommendation #13 – Rebrand and rename the parks. Create an image that can be associated with each
park and market the parks as a unified system. Many people are unfamiliar with all of the city’s parks. More
dynamic naming, a signature image, and coordinated signage can create a brand that creates enthusiasm
for the parks.
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4.10 Final Master Plan

The assessments, community feedback and recommendations have been crystallized into the final parks and
recreation master plan map presented in this section and further detailed in Chapter 5 under phasing and
implementation.

4.10 Final Master Plan

05 PHASING AND IMPLEMENTATION

During the community outreach process, quality of parks, programs offered, access, and proximity to residential
neighborhoods that it serves became the primary criteria for the parks recommendations and prioritization
process. This information was used to build a priority system, consisting of the following summarized tiered
characteristics.

5.1 Implementation Strategies and Phasing

In relation to the recommendations in Chapter 4, we recommend a phased approach to implement the citywide Parks and Recreation master plan. Note the high-level cost estimates are indicative and based on previous
projects undertaken by the team, and are to be used for high-level planning purposes only. The actual project
cost will depend on several factors when specific requirements and site conditions are ascertained in the
detailed design and engineering process.

0 to 3 Year Timeframe

Programs and Policies

Establish Parks and Recreation Department with 2 staff to
manage parks activities and programming. (Est. cost $80,000/
year to $100,000/year).
Prepare Multi-use Parks Maintenance Manuals and Protocols.
(Est. cost $30,000).
Undertake planning and design for the improvement of 5
existing parks (Lake Stanley, Harbeson Field, Florence, Tennis
Courts and Chipley). (Est. cost $150,000).

Physical Projects

Undertake park maintenance and minor
upgrades and construction of 5 existing
parks as per the inventory assessment,
recommendations, and designs. (Est. cost
$1,500,000)
Undertake implementation of park
renovations and major upgrades including
construction of:

• Pat Covell Park # 1 (Est. cost $3,000,000)
Undertake planning and design for Pat Covell Park #1 and Pickle • Pickle Ball and Children’s play areas on
Ball/Children’s Play Area on Clay St. (Est. cost $200,000).
Clay St. adjacent to the Tennis Courts
(Est. cost $500,000)
Pursue land agreements for the Lake-to-Lake linear park and
multimodal connectivity. (Est. cost N/A – staff time).
Undertake implementation of new park or
trail segment including construction of:
Undertake an ADA compliant Bike-ped Planning and Design
study for implementation and the detailed design of 1st
• Farmers Market within Downtown
segment – Lake to Lake Trail and Linear Park. (Est. cost $150,000).
between 7th and 8th Street as part of
the Main Street Plan (Est. cost $300,000,
Engage in discussions with County to locate new Baseball Travelcontribution)
• 1st segment of Bike-ped connectivity
ing League facility within the city. (Est. cost N/A – staff time).
(Lake to Lake Linear Trail and Linear Park
on Live Oak Ave. W and Circle Drive, 3.6
Establish public-private policy for private master planned
miles. See concept master plan map).
developments to include city parks within their developments.
(Est. cost $1,500,000)
(Est. cost N/A – staff time).
Pursue multiple grants to implement the Parks Master Plan. (Est.
cost $50,000).
Undertake a Parks Branding study. (Est. cost $30,000).

Implement the Parks Branding Study
recommendations and construction. (Est.
cost $300,000)
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4 to 8 Year Timeframe

Programs and Policies

Physical Projects

Undertake planning and design for Pat Covell Park 2. (Est. cost
$900,000)

Undertake park renovations and major
upgrades including the construction of:

Undertake planning and design for the proposed Dog Park
and 5 new trail connectors. (Est. cost $200,000)

• Pat Covell Park #2 (Est. cost $6,000,000),
including new recreation building.

Undertake planning and design for the 2 new parks proposed.
(Est. cost TBD, as per agreement with private developer)

Undertake implementation of new park or
trail segment including the construction of:

• Along County Highway 280B. (Est. cost TBD, as per
agreement with private developer)
• Along Highway 331 in the northwest area of the city. (Est.
cost TBD, as per agreement with private developer)

• Dog park possibly on W. Main Ave. (Est.
cost $300,000)
• 5 connectors of the bike-ped
connectivity plan recommendations. 3.1
miles. See concept master plan map. (Est.
cost $1,250,000)

Update the City Parks Master Plan. (Est. cost $100,000)

9 to 15 Year Timeframe

Programs and Policies

Update the City Bike-Ped Master Plan (Est. cost $100,000)

Physical Projects

Undertake implementation of new park or
trail segment including the construction of:
• Implement 4 segments of the bike ped
connectivity plan recommendations,
4 loops and 1 greenway. 9 miles. See
concept master plan map. (Est. cost
$3,600,000)
• Along County Highway 280B. (Est. cost
TBD, as per agreement with private
developer)
• Along Highway 331 in the northwest
area of the city. (Est. cost TBD, as per
agreement with private developer)
Implement other new parks as per the
Updated City Parks Master Plan. (Est. cost
TBD)
Implement other new trails and bike-ped
connections as per Update to the City
Bike-Ped Master Plan. (Est. cost TBD)
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5.2 Funding Strategy and Analysis

The City could pursue a robust funding strategy to implement the Parks and Recreation Master Plan.
•

Be Ready. The State and Federal
government provides funding for various
projects. Having a set of designs or even
concepts at the ready opens the door to
immediate project implementation when
funding is available. These opportunities
usually occur outside the normal process
when other projects are completed, leaving
funds available. At that point, the agency
is often looking for an opportunity to
move funds and complete another, usually
smaller project. Communication is also a
key part of creating these opportunities. This relationship building effort can put the City in a position of
being called on to use available funding on short notice.

•

Focus on Language & Stretch. When identifying potential grants, the grant title and agency advertising
the grant may not clearly relate to parks or multi-use trails. Many grants come from agencies or programs
not normally associated with parks and recreation funding. Many parks and recreation projects have been
funded from economic development or tourism grants. Energy and sustainability grants may also present
opportunities to provide a “green” transportation alternative for the City of DeFuniak Springs.

•

Community Involvement. Build a community effort around the parks, recreation, and bike-ped mobility
system. Many communities have created a parks and recreation advisory or advocacy group, either through
public sector efforts or through grass-roots involvement. These groups take on several roles. First, through
focus and enthusiasm, they create a shared vision for the community. Second, a not-for-profit community
organization can be a hub for community involvement and funding. Third, community-oriented groups
often take on minor maintenance and security efforts for a parks and recreation system. This community
involvement and enthusiasm tells grant providers that the funds will be appreciated, and the project will be
popular.

•

Project Knowledge and Education. Grant programs, including state and federal funding programs, focus
on funding clear objectives and outcomes. Explaining the city parks and recreation master plan in terms
of economic benefits, transportation opportunities, public health, and access to parks and nature all play a
role in securing funding.

Partners and grants to help
implement the plan
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The following is an initial list of grants that the City may wish to pursue to implement the City’s Parks
and Recreation Plan and future bike-ped initiatives.
Grant
Program

Maximum
Request

Program /
Cost Share

FWHA
(through FDEP)

The federally funded Recreational
Trails Program of the United States
Department of Transportation’s Federal
Highway Administration (FHWA)
provides competitive, matching-grant
funds to renovate, develop, or maintain
recreational motorized, nonmotorized,
and mixed-use trails and trailside
facilities. Trail planning is NOT an eligible
expense for this Program (62S- 2.072(4)
(e) F.A.C.)

$1,000,000

The more match
provided, the
more points
awarded

FDEP

LWCF is a competitive program that
provides grants for acquisition or
development of land for public outdoor
recreation use. Florida Department
of Environmental Protection (DEP)
administers the program on behalf of
the U.S. Department of the Interior,
National Park Service. Enclosed buildings
and structures (except restrooms,
restroom/concession buildings and
bathhouses) are ineligible.

Announced
prior to the
application
period

50/50

USDOT

The Rebuilding American Infrastructure
with Sustainability and Equity, or RAISE
Discretionary Grant program, provides a
unique opportunity for the DOT to invest
in road, rail, transit and port projects.

$5,000,000
minimum:
$25,000,000
maximum

80/20

USDOT

The goal of the Federal Lands Access
Program is to improve transportation
facilities that provide access to, are
adjacent to, or are located within Federal
lands. The program supplements State
and local resources for public roads,
multiuse trails, transit systems, and
other transportation facilities, with an
emphasis on the improvement of access
to federally owned high use recreation
sites and Federal economic generators.

TBD

100/0 (per
legislative
action)

Agency

Summary

Federal Programs

Federal
Recreational
Trails Program

Land and
Water
Conservation
Fund

RAISE Grants

Federal
Lands Access
Program
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State Programs
Florida
Recreation
Development
Assistance

Florida Local
Agency
Program

Coastal
Partnership
Initiative

Transportation
Alternatives
Program

Shared-Use
Nonmotorized
(SUN) Trail
Network

FDEP

FRDAP is a competitive program that
provides grants for acquisition or
development of land for public outdoor
recreation use or to construct or
renovate recreational trails.

$200,000

0%-50%
depending on
award request

FDEP

The Local Agency Program or “LAP”
provides sub-recipient towns, cities
and counties funds to develop, design,
and construct transportation facilities
with federal funds. Eligible projects
include safety projects; Re-surfacing
projects; Bicycle and pedestrian facilities;
Traffic calming projects; Bridges and
tunnels; Infrastructure-based Intelligent
Transportation System projects

TBD

TBD

FDEP

The Coastal Partnership Initiative (CPI)
grant program was developed to protect
and effectively manage, at the local
level, Florida’s coastal resources. The
program funds community projects such
as habitat restoration, park planning and
improvements, waterfront revitalization
and improving communities’ resiliency
to coastal hazards.

$74,000

50/50

FDOT

The TA Set-Aside program provides
funding for programs and projects
consistent with details described
under 23 U.S.C. 133(h)(3), including
1) Transportation Alternatives, 2)
Recreational Trails Program, 3) Safe
Routes to School Program, and 4)
planning, designing, or constructing
boulevards and other roadways largely
in the right-of-way of former Interstate
System routes or other divided
highways.

Determined by
FDOT District
and MPO

80/20

FDOT

The Shared-Use Nonmotorized (SUN)
Trail program provides funding for the
development of a statewide system of
interconnected paved multi-use trails
(SUN Trail network) for bicyclists and
pedestrians, physically separated from
the road. The SUN Trail network is a
refined version of the Florida Greenways
and Trails System (FGTS) Plan’s Land
Trail Priority network. SUN Trail funded
projects will improve the intermodal
connectors by closing gaps in the
statewide paved trail system to increase
the reliability of Florida’s transportation
system.

Generally
$500,000

TBD
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Parks and
Open Space,
Florida Forever
(Florida
Communities
Trust)

Greenways
and Trails
Acquisition
Program

Safe Routes to
School

Small Cities/CV
CDBG

FDEP

Florida Forever is the state’s
conservation and recreation lands
acquisition program. This program
provides funding to acquire land for
parks, open space, greenways. The
grant program assists FDEP in helping
communities meet the challenges of
growth, supporting viable community
development and protecting natural
resources and open space.

TBD

TBD

FDEP

According to Florida Statutes 259.105,
The Florida Forever Act, OGT receives
1.5 percent of Florida Forever money
to acquire greenways and trails or
greenways and trail systems including,
but not limited to, abandoned railroad
rights-of-way and the Florida National
Scenic Trail and for capital project
expenditures.

TBD

TBD

FDOT

Florida’s Safe Routes to School (SRTS)
program can help communities address
their school transportation needs and
encourage more students to walk or
cycle to school. It strives to enable
and encourage children in grades
Kindergarten through High School,
including those with disabilities, to walk
and bike to school; to make walking
and biking to school safer and more
appealing, and to facilitate the planning,
development, and implementation of
projects that will improve safety and
reduce traffic, fuel consumption, and
improve air quality in the vicinity of
schools. In addition to encouraging
more children to walk or cycle to school,
the program also seeks to address the
safety needs of children already walking
or biking in less than ideal conditions.

TBD

TBD

FL DEO

The primary statutory objective of
the program is to develop viable
communities by providing decent
housing and a suitable living
environment and by expanding
economic opportunities, principally for
persons of low- and moderate-income.
The Program awards subgrants in four
categories: Economic Development;
Neighborhood Revitalization; Housing
Rehabilitation; and Commercial
Revitalization.

$5,000,000

100/0

CHAPTER 5: Phasing and Implementation | 41

Private Programs

Kodak
American
Greenways
Grant

National Trails
Fund

Trail
Accelerator
Grants

Community
Grants

A partnership between The Conservation
Fund and photo giant Eastman-Kodak
has launched the American Greenways
Eastman Kodak Awards (formerly the
American Greenways DuPont Awards).
Grants can be used to cover planning,
technical assistance, legal or other costs
associated with greenway projects.
Grants may not be used for academic
research, general institutional support,
lobbying, or political activities.

$2,500

100/0

A national grants program dedicated
to building and protecting hiking trails.
Created in response to the growing
backlog of trail maintenance projects,
the National Trails Fund has helped
American Hiking hundreds of grassroots organizations
acquire the resources needed to protect
Society
America’s cherished hiking trails. The
National Trails Fund awards grants to
organizations in order to improve hiking
access or hiker safety on a particular
trail.

$3,000

100/0

IMBA

Trail Accelerator grants provide a
jump-start to communities that have
the interest and political support
to develop trail systems but need
assistance to get projects up and
running. A Trail Accelerator grant offers
awardees professional trail planning and
consultation services to launch their trail
development efforts, which can often
leverage additional investment from
local, regional, and national partners.

$30,000

50/50

PeopleForBikes

The PeopleForBikes Community Grant
Program supports bicycle infrastructure
projects and targeted advocacy
initiatives that make it easier and safer
for people of all ages and abilities to
ride.

TBD

TBD

The
Conservation
Fund
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Doppelt
Family Trail
Development
Fund

Conservation
Alliance Grants

Rails-to-Trails
Conservancy

A program to support organizations
and local governments that are
implementing projects to build and
improve multi-use trails.

Conservation
Alliance

The Conservation Alliance seeks
to protect threatened wild places
throughout North America for their
habitat and recreational values. As a
group of outdoor companies, they help
protect the wild lands and waterways
on which our customers recreate, and
wildlife thrives. To achieve that goal, they
make grants to nonprofit organizations
working to protect the special wild lands
and waters in their backyards.

Generally
$30,000

100/0

TBD

TBD

5.3 Planning and Design
Further planning and design is needed to establish the specific scope and improvements of the existing and
proposed parks in the city. The next stages of work include master planning, concept, and detailed landscape
and engineering design for specific sites prior to actual construction. Environmental planning and permitting
will also be required. Most of the City of DeFuniak’s existing parks span developed lands and rights-of-way,
likely minimizing permitting requirements. In the case of the proposed new parks, these locations may require
more extensive permitting and processes. Actual permits, process, and mitigation methods required are
determined during project design and construction.

APPENDIX
A.1 Existing Parks Boundary and Topographic Survey

5:05 PM
Parks & Recreation Master Plan Survey
A.28/23/22,
Public
Outreach Online Survey DFS
Results

What are your two favorite or most frequented parks in DeFuniak Springs?
161 out of 161 answered

Chipley Park (Circle Dr. - The Lakeyard)

125 resp. 77.6%

Lake Stanley Park (271 Shoemaker Dr.)

57 resp. 35.4%

Henry Park/Museum/Depot (1162 Circle Dr.)

39 resp. 24.2%

DeFuniak Springs Sports Complex (Gene Hurley Rd.)

33 resp. 20.5%

Tennis Courts (Plateau & Clay)

25 resp. 15.5%

Harbeson Field/Skate Park (357 N 9th St.)

18 resp. 11.2%

Wayside Park (Intersection Hwy 90 + Hwy 331S)

9 resp.

5.6%

Florence Park (S 11th St.)

7 resp.

4.3%

Pat Covell Park #1 (S 23rd St and Sheldon Ave.)

6 resp.

3.7%

Pat Covell Park #2 (400 Vann Ave.)

3 resp.

1.9%

https://dtredevelopment.typeform.com/report/h2CR7pjQ/piGIgSohhTHge78b?view_mode=print

2/9

8/23/22, 5:05 PM

DFS Parks & Recreation Master Plan Survey

Are there parks facilities/amenities you and your family would use that are not currently provided in the City?
160 out of 161 answered

Yes

120 resp.

75%

No

40 resp.

25%

https://dtredevelopment.typeform.com/report/h2CR7pjQ/piGIgSohhTHge78b?view_mode=print
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DFS Parks & Recreation Master Plan Survey

What are the top two ways you find out about parks and recreation events, activities, and news?
161 out of 161 answered

Facebook

145 resp. 90.1%

Word of Mouth

98 resp. 60.9%

City Website

30 resp. 18.6%

Newspaper

26 resp. 16.1%

Other Social Media

14 resp.

8.7%

Monthly/Quarterly Mailers

6 resp.

3.7%

Email

3 resp.

1.9%

https://dtredevelopment.typeform.com/report/h2CR7pjQ/piGIgSohhTHge78b?view_mode=print

4/9

8/23/22, 5:05 PM

DFS Parks & Recreation Master Plan Survey

Which of the following would you like to see more of?
146 out of 161 answered

Trails

122 resp. 83.6%

Play equipment

95 resp. 65.1%

Baseball fields

34 resp. 23.3%

Soccer fields

31 resp. 21.2%

Tennis courts

27 resp. 18.5%

https://dtredevelopment.typeform.com/report/h2CR7pjQ/piGIgSohhTHge78b?view_mode=print
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DFS Parks & Recreation Master Plan Survey

Please indicate specific park locations or facilities that need improvement.
140 out of 161 answered

Chipley Park (Circle Dr. - The Lakeyard)

76 resp. 54.3%

Lake Stanley Park (271 Shoemaker Dr.)

67 resp. 47.9%

DeFuniak Springs Sports Complex (Gene Hurley Rd.)

63 resp.

Harbeson Field/Skate Park (357 N 9th St.)

51 resp. 36.4%

Wayside Park (Intersection Hwy 90 + Hwy 331S)

51 resp. 36.4%

Florence Park (S 11th St.)

44 resp. 31.4%

Tennis Courts (Plateau & Clay)

42 resp.

Henry Park/Museum/Depot (1162 Circle Dr.)

39 resp. 27.9%

Pat Covell Park #1 (S 23rd St and Sheldon Ave.)

32 resp. 22.9%

Pat Covell Park #2 (400 Vann Ave.)

29 resp. 20.7%

https://dtredevelopment.typeform.com/report/h2CR7pjQ/piGIgSohhTHge78b?view_mode=print

45%

30%
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DFS Parks & Recreation Master Plan Survey

Rank the following needs in order of least to most urgent:
147 out of 161 answered

Maintenance of existing facilities
29.9%

26.5%

21.8%

14.3%

7.5%

44

39

32

21

11

1

2

3

4

5

Increased sta ing
5.4%

8.2%

16.3%

32.7%

37.4%

8

12

24

48

55

1

2

3

4

5

Improvements added to existing facilities
36.1%

37.4%

10.9%

8.8%

6.8%

53

55

16

13

10

1

2

3

4

5

https://dtredevelopment.typeform.com/report/h2CR7pjQ/piGIgSohhTHge78b?view_mode=print
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DFS Parks & Recreation Master Plan Survey

Development of new facilities
19.7%

11.6%

23.1%

17.7%

27.9%

29

17

34

26

41

1

2

3

4

5

Additional programing
8.8%

16.3%

27.9%

26.5%

20.4%

13

24

41

39

30

1

2

3

4

5

Do you have feedback about a specific park you would like to provide?
159 out of 161 answered

No

109 resp. 68.6%

Yes

50 resp. 31.4%

https://dtredevelopment.typeform.com/report/h2CR7pjQ/piGIgSohhTHge78b?view_mode=print
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General Open-Ended Survey Questions

Are there parks facilities/amenities
You indicated there were missing
you and your family would use that are facilities or amenities, please
not currently provided in the City?
describe what is missing.

What outdoor activity do you predict
What do you feel is the biggest
will gain in popularity in this area in the challenge for the parks system?
coming years?

If recreational needs are not being met, Rank the following needs in order of least to
what specifically is lacking?
most urgent:

Yes

Bike trails

Horse and bike trails

Bike and horse trails

Yes

The Boy Scout hut park needs fencing Children playing on playground
equipment
for safety of children

Parking and financial

Clean Bathrooms and water fountains

No

Pickleball

Abuse and vandalism

No

Travel ball and more festivals

Not sure

Yes

More running trails

Yes

More for children and teens to do.
Goofy golf, more random places
basketball goals,. More parks with
swings, slides etc
Water park for older children and
adults

A goofy golf course would get a lot of
use

Getting the people to get it done.
Keeping them monitored for
cleanliness and repairs

Swimming

Money and employees to maintain the
parks

Dog park, biking trails

Biking and walking trails

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

Unsupervised children

bike riding

A dog park

No

We need a dog park and an outdoor
pool

getting an Olympic swimming pool
with state of the art recreation areas,
velodrome, disk golf, skate boarding
etc
Finding reliable staff because pay is
inadequate

Kayaking

Maintenance

Yes

Movies, bowling

Walking

Keeping them clean/secure

Yes

Public pool

Pickle ball

Comfortable bathrooms

Yes

Yes

The question asked if there were
Kayaking, canoeing, disc golf
parks/amenities that my family would
use that arenâ€™t here - I responded
â€œyesâ€because if there were more
things to do/see, we would. I
donâ€™t, however, think itâ€™s
something our tax dollars should be
used to build or maintain.
Dog park
Disc golf, bicycling

Challenge? Not sure

Yes

Restrooms and concessions

Swimming

Security

Yes

Dog park, childrenâ€™s playground,
splash pad water area

Not sure but more tourists will come
since 30A is so expensive

Funding

No

Swimming

Deciding on type of park

Yes

No

More benches or adult swing seating Pickle ball
in lake yard. More disposal cans for
dog waste, to encourage people to
pick up after their pets.
Biking

Yes

Dog park

Pickle ball

Keeping the parks clean, free of
vandalism

Yes

Sports complex, playgrounds, splash
pad, pool, & dog park.

Travel ball/multi use sports complex

Maintenance

Yes

A true sports complex with lights

soccer, pickleball, nature trails

Space, lighting and maintenance

The community has made it seem like
there is a challenge, but I donâ€™t see
one. My kids have utilized ALL of the
parks in Defuniak and weâ€™ve never
had a problem.

Upkeep

Preventing vandalism

Development of new facilities,Improvements
added to existing facilities,Maintenance of
existing facilities,Increased staffing,Additional
programing
More play equipment and even a splash Maintenance of existing
pad for 11th st with fencing for safety.
facilities,Improvements added to existing
Benches for parents/adults and even
facilities,Additional programing,Increased
drinking fountains.
staffing,Development of new facilities
More playground equipment
Improvements added to existing
facilities,Maintenance of existing
facilities,Additional programing,Development
of new facilities,Increased staffing
More trails to walk
Additional programing,Improvements added
to existing facilities,Maintenance of existing
facilities,Increased staffing,Development of
new facilities
Development of new facilities,Maintenance of
existing facilities,Increased
staffing,Improvements added to existing
facilities,Additional programing
More variety in playground equipment. Increased staffing,Development of new
Basketball courts. A public pool with
facilities,Additional programing,Maintenance
lifeguard.
of existing facilities,Improvements added to
existing facilities
Swimming, water play for adolescents
Improvements added to existing
and adults. One pool and the lake is not facilities,Development of new
enough.
facilities,Additional programing,Maintenance
of existing facilities,Increased staffing
Maintenance of existing
facilities,Development of new
facilities,Improvements added to existing
facilities,Additional programing,Increased
staffing
modern play equipment, seating, trash Increased staffing,Maintenance of existing
cans,
facilities,Improvements added to existing
facilities,Additional programing,Development
of new facilities
Need a public pool and dog park
Development of new facilities,Improvements
added to existing facilities,Maintenance of
existing facilities,Increased staffing,Additional
programing
Improving play equipment and
Maintenance of existing
restrooms
facilities,Improvements added to existing
facilities,Additional programing,Increased
staffing,Development of new facilities
Handicapped, feeling secure
Increased staffing,Improvements added to
existing facilities,Maintenance of existing
facilities,Development of new
facilities,Additional programing
Improvements added to existing
facilities,Development of new
facilities,Additional programing,Increased
staffing,Maintenance of existing facilities
Bathrooms always seem to be an issue Additional programing,Improvements added
to existing facilities,Maintenance of existing
facilities,Increased staffing,Development of
new facilities

More activities

Development of new facilities,Improvements
added to existing facilities,Increased
staffing,Maintenance of existing
facilities,Additional programing
Equipment
Maintenance of existing
facilities,Improvements added to existing
facilities,Development of new
facilities,Additional programing,Increased
staffing
More places for families with children
Maintenance of existing
facilities,Improvements added to existing
facilities,Increased staffing,Development of
new facilities,Additional programing
Variety. Something other than a ball
Additional programing,Development of new
field. Maybe a community swimming
facilities,Improvements added to existing
pool!
facilities,Maintenance of existing
facilities,Increased staffing
Places having restrooms available
Maintenance of existing
facilities,Improvements added to existing
facilities,Additional programing,Development
of new facilities,Increased staffing
Teens need structured activities to
Maintenance of existing facilities,Increased
prevent vandalism of the facilities
staffing,Additional programing,Improvements
added to existing facilities,Development of
new facilities
Maintenance of existing
facilities,Improvements added to existing
facilities,Additional programing,Increased
staffing,Development of new facilities
Additional programing,Improvements added
to existing facilities,Development of new
facilities,Maintenance of existing
facilities,Increased staffing
Most of the parks and the equipment at Improvements added to existing
them are old, outdated, in need of repair facilities,Maintenance of existing
and the fields themselves are in bad
facilities,Development of new
shape with no or very poor lighting
facilities,Increased staffing,Additional
programing

General Open-Ended Survey Questions

Are there parks facilities/amenities
You indicated there were missing
you and your family would use that are facilities or amenities, please
not currently provided in the City?
describe what is missing.

What outdoor activity do you predict
What do you feel is the biggest
will gain in popularity in this area in the challenge for the parks system?
coming years?

If recreational needs are not being met, Rank the following needs in order of least to
what specifically is lacking?
most urgent:

Yes

Basketball , baseball

Things for children to on or places for
sports playing

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes
Yes

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes
No

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Recreational parks, used for sports
tournaments!

Not enough areas for large groups

Additional programing,Improvements added
to existing facilities,Development of new
facilities,Increased staffing,Maintenance of
existing facilities
Bathrooms
Soccer
Not enough thing for kids to have fun Swimming, walking,
Additional programing,Maintenance of
with
existing facilities,Improvements added to
existing facilities,Development of new
facilities,Increased staffing
A swimming pool
Paddle boarding disc golf
Leadership and funding
Kayak rentals
Development of new facilities,Improvements
added to existing facilities,Maintenance of
existing facilities,Additional
programing,Increased staffing
Baby changing station in the bathrooms. Maintenance of existing
facilities,Improvements added to existing
facilities,Additional programing,Increased
staffing,Development of new facilities
Travel ball sports complex or batting Not sure
People trashing them/lack of upkeep Just need more to do
Additional programing,Improvements added
cages
to existing facilities,Maintenance of existing
facilities,Development of new
facilities,Increased staffing
Shade over the amphitheater
kayak, paddleboards, disc golf, concerts Not enough funds for improvements trails, rentals for bikes, kayaks,
Improvements added to existing
& other events
paddleboard
facilities,Maintenance of existing
facilities,Additional programing,Increased
staffing,Development of new facilities
Clean safe restrooms
Bike riding
Keeping the grounds and restrooms
Off road bike trails.
Maintenance of existing
cleaned up.
facilities,Improvements added to existing
facilities,Additional programing,Development
of new facilities,Increased staffing
Sports Complex / Ballpark
Baseball
Vandalism
Lighting, bathrooms, grounds keeping
Large sports complex for
More play equipment for older kids and Development of new facilities,Additional
Baseball and softball
Vandalism and upkeep
teens.
Travel ball
programing,Improvements added to existing
facilities,Maintenance of existing
facilities,Increased staffing
Lights at Weecare for late practices
Soccer
There isn't enough things for older kids Lights for safety
Maintenance of existing
and night games. A public pool.
to do.
facilities,Improvements added to existing
facilities,Development of new
facilities,Additional programing,Increased
staffing
Dog park, similar to ones in Crestview, Higher youth sports participation
Maintenance
Safe and secure opportunities for diverse Development of new facilities,Additional
Destin, and Niceville
groups
programing,Increased staffing,Maintenance of
existing facilities,Improvements added to
existing facilities
Fall festival, family activities
Keeping them clean and drug free
Things for all ages.
Improvements added to existing
facilities,Additional programing,Maintenance
of existing facilities,Increased
staffing,Development of new facilities
Softball complex for games
Softball/baseball
No one cares about the youth
They are run down and not kept up
Development of new facilities,Maintenance of
existing facilities,Additional
programing,Improvements added to existing
facilities,Increased staffing
Travel Ball park for softball/baseball Travel Softball
Keeping it tidy and respected by users Clean facilities
Development of new facilities,Additional
programing,Improvements added to existing
facilities,Increased staffing,Maintenance of
existing facilities
splash pad, upgraded playground
Frisbee golf
maintenance - too many to keep up
new equipment - everything is dated and Improvements added to existing
equipment, food truck pop-ups,
dingy
facilities,Maintenance of existing
improved restrooms (lighting, air
facilities,Additional programing,Increased
conditioning, paint)
staffing,Development of new facilities
A sports complex to accommodate
They are currently not big enough
More fields to accommodate more
Development of new facilities,Improvements
travel ball tournaments
teams playing
added to existing facilities,Additional
programing,Increased staffing,Maintenance of
existing facilities
We need a complex for travel ball
Softball baseball complex
Enough room
Needs updates not clean old
Maintenance of existing facilities,Additional
tournaments! So many families travel
programing,Development of new
to fwb, Panama city, etc. For travel
facilities,Increased staffing,Improvements
ball.. if we brought it to dfs, the city
added to existing facilities
would bring in a lot of money on play
weekends! It would benefit the city,
and residents that have children who
play! Just gate fees for a tournament
is typically 10.00 a person. This could
bring in families from GA, AL, etc.
covered picnic areas, designated
bicycles
funding
basketball and volleyball courts
walking paths or bike paths
Water activities in the lakeyard and back Lack of bathrooms, picnic areas and
Improvements added to existing
lake.
concession stands.
facilities,Maintenance of existing
facilities,Development of new
facilities,Additional programing,Increased
staffing
Walking
Maintaining beauty, for example,
Improvements added to existing
plants
facilities,Maintenance of existing
facilities,Development of new
facilities,Additional programing,Increased
staffing
Improve exiting parks, more
Wee care park and Country club
Maintaining
More stuff for teenagers and seniors
Improvements added to existing
playground equipment, more
facilities,Maintenance of existing
benches, add and improve restroom
facilities,Increased staffing,Development of
facilities at parks
new facilities,Additional programing
Pickle ball
Pickle ball
Litter
Pickle ball
Development of new facilities,Increased
staffing,Additional programing,Improvements
added to existing facilities,Maintenance of
existing facilities
Magnolia Cemetery. Should be
Cycling
Lack of bicycle and walking trails
Trails, comfortable locations for event
Development of new facilities,Additional
considered a park as opposed to just
gatherings
programing,Maintenance of existing
a cemetery. It can be for education,
facilities,Improvements added to existing
tours, walking facility, more.
facilities,Increased staffing
Wee Care
Wee Care Park
Too much focus on Chipley Park

General Open-Ended Survey Questions

Are there parks facilities/amenities
You indicated there were missing
you and your family would use that are facilities or amenities, please
not currently provided in the City?
describe what is missing.

What outdoor activity do you predict
What do you feel is the biggest
will gain in popularity in this area in the challenge for the parks system?
coming years?

Yes

The bathrooms need to have soap
and drying machines. A splash pad.
exercise course. grills

splash pad, top golf, exercise stations,

Yes

Covered play areas, improved
bathroom facilities

Splash pads, obstacle course style play
equipment, nature trails

Yes

Restrooms, tables, party facilities

Children play areas

Yes

Disc golf

Disc golf

Yes

Shaded splash pad, Audubon park,
botanical gardens, obstacle course

Paddleboarding/kayaking in Lake
DeFuniak

No

Biking

Yes

Disc golf

Yes

Pickleball courts

Pickleball

If recreational needs are not being met, Rank the following needs in order of least to
what specifically is lacking?
most urgent:

There needs to be a park and rec.
manager and organizer

handicap swings other equipment. small Maintenance of existing
childrens play areas teen activities
facilities,Improvements added to existing
facilities,Increased staffing,Additional
programing,Development of new facilities
Citizens actually respecting the parks- Updated/clean play equipment
Improvements added to existing
cleaning up after themselves, no
facilities,Maintenance of existing
vandalism
facilities,Development of new
facilities,Additional programing,Increased
staffing
Maintenance/upkeep
Activities for children
Maintenance of existing
facilities,Improvements added to existing
facilities,Additional programing,Increased
staffing,Development of new facilities
No disc golf
Disc golf
Improvements added to existing
facilities,Development of new
facilities,Maintenance of existing
facilities,Additional programing,Increased
staffing
Maintenance
The â€œwowâ€factor. Most City park Improvements added to existing
equipment is simply outdated.
facilities,Maintenance of existing
facilities,Development of new
facilities,Increased staffing,Additional
programing
Funding, accessibility
Safe, accessible, and multigenerational Improvements added to existing
facilities,Additional programing,Maintenance
of existing facilities,Increased
staffing,Development of new facilities
Maintenance
Safe activities for teens
Maintenance of existing
facilities,Improvements added to existing
facilities,Increased staffing,Development of
new facilities,Additional programing
Vandalism
A nice pool with slides and etc.. like
Maintenance of existing
Frank Brown
facilities,Development of new
facilities,Additional programing,Improvements
added to existing facilities,Increased staffing

Yes

Yes

Safe playgrounds - better equipment Walking paths and LSV lanes. Disc golf,
and more of it, public pools with
water play areas

No

Yes

Upgrade of play scape, equipment,
and fencing for saftey

Pedestrian traffic around Lake DeFuniak Upgrade playground equip
and downtown

Safe places to walk, bike, and play. Disc
golf and more basketball courts would
be nice.
Equipment

Disc golf has become popular and is a Disc Golf. Biking and other alternate
huge draw for tourism in Destin and forms of transportation.
FWB. Is there a plan to improve ours
or design one elsewhere in DFS?
Aquatic centers/restrooms
Aquatic parks

Competition for resources. Hopefully
we are trying to access state and
federal grant money
No sidewalks to get to them safely

Aquatic parks. Water aerobics/ swim
teams etc

Yes

Updated playground near the tennis
courts.

Bike friendly town.

Updating facilities, more regular
mowing, garbage.

More activites to encourage wellness (i.e.
fitness trail, bike paths). Restrooms need
updated badly. Replace old equipment.
Encourage law enforcement presence to
deal with vagrants, partying, etc.

Yes

More water fountains for kids

Every event at lake yard

Trash

Stuff for kids and toddlers

Yes

Pickle ball courts & frisbee/disc golf

Pickle ball & frisbee golf

Budget for playground equipment,
construction, and maintenance

More tennis courts, pickle ball courts,
safe, age appropriate, & stimulating
playground equipment, picnic shelters in
parks (but not in Chipley Park)

Yes

Safe playground equipment for little
ones to replace the ones taken from
tennis court park.
Picnic tables

Pickle ball. Frisbee golf

Maintenance

Need more tennis courts. Would love a
pickle ball court possibly even a racquet
ball court

Yes

More lighting so folks can enjoy
activities in the evening

live concerts

Maintaining the properties

I have not been to most of these so I
don't know

Yes

DOG PARK!!!!!

DOG PARK!!!!

Funding

DOG PARK and places to hang out for
adults and teens

No

Large Splash pad

Keeping it clean

Different options. More lighting

No

Idk

Idk

More options. The skatepark is a good
start aswell as the sports facilities. If
someone dosent skate or have a large
group of people they have nothing to do
Clean and updated restrooms, proper
stocking of facilityâ€™s, vending/food
and drinks basic upkeep

Yes

Yes

No

Dog poop clean up stations. Showers A public pool large enough for more the Funding
for the swimming area to rinse off.
20 people

Art and music. Waffle ball

Vandelism

Play equipment for older children. More
benches for seniors

Maintenance of existing
facilities,Improvements added to existing
facilities,Increased staffing,Development of
new facilities,Additional programing
Improvements added to existing
facilities,Additional programing,Maintenance
of existing facilities,Increased
staffing,Development of new facilities
Improvements added to existing
facilities,Increased staffing,Additional
programing,Maintenance of existing
facilities,Development of new facilities
Increased staffing,Improvements added to
existing facilities,Development of new
facilities,Maintenance of existing
facilities,Additional programing
Development of new facilities,Improvements
added to existing facilities,Maintenance of
existing facilities,Additional
programing,Increased staffing
Improvements added to existing
facilities,Additional programing,Maintenance
of existing facilities,Development of new
facilities,Increased staffing

Maintenance of existing
facilities,Improvements added to existing
facilities,Development of new
facilities,Additional programing,Increased
staffing
Improvements added to existing
facilities,Maintenance of existing
facilities,Development of new
facilities,Increased staffing,Additional
programing
Improvements added to existing
facilities,Development of new
facilities,Maintenance of existing
facilities,Additional programing,Increased
staffing
Maintenance of existing facilities,Additional
programing,Development of new
facilities,Increased staffing,Improvements
added to existing facilities
Development of new facilities,Additional
programing,Increased staffing,Maintenance of
existing facilities,Improvements added to
existing facilities
Improvements added to existing
facilities,Maintenance of existing
facilities,Additional programing,Increased
staffing,Development of new facilities
Improvements added to existing
facilities,Maintenance of existing
facilities,Increased staffing,Additional
programing,Development of new facilities
Maintenance of existing
facilities,Improvements added to existing
facilities,Additional programing,Development
of new facilities,Increased staffing
Improvements added to existing
facilities,Additional programing,Development
of new facilities,Increased
staffing,Maintenance of existing facilities

General Open-Ended Survey Questions

Are there parks facilities/amenities
You indicated there were missing
you and your family would use that are facilities or amenities, please
not currently provided in the City?
describe what is missing.

What outdoor activity do you predict
What do you feel is the biggest
will gain in popularity in this area in the challenge for the parks system?
coming years?

If recreational needs are not being met, Rank the following needs in order of least to
what specifically is lacking?
most urgent:

Yes

Pickle ball

Quality of fields

Pickle ball courts

Yes

Funding

Keeping park equipment clean and in
working condition

No

Maintenance and aesthetics

Disc golf, pickleball, basketball court

Better bathrooms
Public swimming pool
Nicer foliage
Shade
Family environment
Public pool
More swings at the lake. More picnic
tables.

Bathrooms!!!!!!

Trails, bastetball goals, swimming, play
equipment in ill repair

Yes

Everything horseback riding trails

No horse riding areas, not alot of
actual things to do while in parks

Everything

Yes

Would really like to see a screened in Pickle ball,Frisbee golf,and concerts
patio b I g enough for Birthday
parties/family reunions to rent for the
day . More park equipment for small
and handicap children.

Funding

Funding and leadership

Yes

Yes

No

Pickleball

Walking and running and more
horseback riding

Accessibility for parking at the lake

No

Kayaking

Vandalism

One lake yard sidewalk needs handrails
for seniors to navigate the hills

No

Tennis

Upkeep

Trails

No

Disc golf

Yes

A Good splash pad, shaded play
Movies on the lawn
grounds, toddler areas in
playgrounds, safe walking trial with a
stroller, more tennis courts, a wall
option in the tennis courts so
someone can play by themselves
Paddle boarding, kayaking, biking, dog
park

Yes

Yes

Increased staffing,Additional
programing,Development of new
facilities,Maintenance of existing
facilities,Improvements added to existing
facilities
Improvements added to existing
facilities,Maintenance of existing
facilities,Increased staffing,Additional
programing,Development of new facilities
Maintenance of existing
facilities,Improvements added to existing
facilities,Additional programing,Development
of new facilities,Increased staffing

Keeping vandalism down and the
parks safe

Yes

No

Improvements added to existing
facilities,Maintenance of existing
facilities,Increased staffing,Additional
programing,Development of new facilities
Improvements added to existing
facilities,Maintenance of existing
facilities,Development of new
facilities,Increased staffing,Additional
programing
Maintenance of existing
facilities,Improvements added to existing
facilities,Increased staffing,Additional
programing,Development of new facilities
Maintenance of existing
facilities,Improvements added to existing
facilities,Development of new
facilities,Increased staffing,Additional
programing
Maintenance of existing
facilities,Improvements added to existing
facilities,Increased staffing,Development of
new facilities,Additional programing
Development of new facilities,Maintenance of
existing facilities,Additional
programing,Improvements added to existing
facilities,Increased staffing
Increased staffing,Improvements added to
existing facilities,Development of new
facilities,Additional programing,Maintenance
of existing facilities

Disc golf

We need a park that is modern, user Pickle Ball
friendly and kid oriented. There is a
great one just above Eufala when you
are haded to Columbus, GA
Nicer splash pads, clean bathrooms
Nice aquatic center, skating rink, bowling
alley

Yes

Bmx

Yes

Pat Covell near little league needs a
restroom.

Yes
Yes

A good fenced dog park
Pool, bathrooms, splash pad, event
building

Drone racing
Pool, kids area

Yes

Splash pad, climbing tower/ropes
course

Kickball

There are not enough bleachers at parks Maintenance of existing
with ball fields.
facilities,Improvements added to existing
facilities,Additional programing,Development
of new facilities,Increased staffing
Politics
Nature trails, natural areas to explore
Development of new facilities,Improvements
and not cleared ball/soccer fields
added to existing facilities,Maintenance of
existing facilities,Additional
programing,Increased staffing
They really just slap things down with So much
Improvements added to existing
our much thought. A unshaded
facilities,Development of new
playground in summer is not okay and
facilities,Maintenance of existing
will never be Okey so for months
facilities,Increased staffing,Additional
families can't use certain areas
programing
Needs more trash cans, lighting

Utilization and people that use the
park to care for "the people that use it
to own it and help care for it.ir"

More and better lighting, toiletries,
drinkable water/fountains, hiking paths,
docks for kayaks and paddle boards,
rinse shower (duck poop on feet, ewe),
mostly eye appeal or curb appeal

Dirty and boring- no shade

Keeping it clean,security and up to
date equipment and maintained

Basketball court that does not hold
water and 18 holes of disc golf at Wee
Care Park

No

Biking, camping, water sports

No

Walking

Clean and funding
Money and people taking care of
property

Dog areas
Trails, family and kids things to do

Improvements added to existing
facilities,Additional programing,Maintenance
of existing facilities,Development of new
facilities,Increased staffing
Maintenance of existing
facilities,Improvements added to existing
facilities,Additional programing,Development
of new facilities,Increased staffing
Development of new facilities,Improvements
added to existing facilities,Additional
programing,Maintenance of existing
facilities,Increased staffing
Improvements added to existing
facilities,Maintenance of existing
facilities,Development of new
facilities,Increased staffing,Additional
programing
Improvements added to existing
facilities,Development of new
facilities,Maintenance of existing
facilities,Additional programing,Increased
staffing

Maintenance of existing
facilities,Development of new
facilities,Improvements added to existing
facilities,Additional programing,Increased
staffing
Shade and communication about the Water type activity areas for the hot
Improvements added to existing
availability of the parks
months
facilities,Maintenance of existing
facilities,Increased staffing,Additional
programing,Development of new facilities
Keeping parks clean and safe and well Need more for young adults to do. There Development of new facilities,Additional
maintained for all to use
is nothing for our young people to do.
programing,Maintenance of existing
facilities,Improvements added to existing
facilities,Increased staffing
Money
Activities for seniors
Additional programing,Maintenance of
existing facilities,Improvements added to
existing facilities,Development of new
facilities,Increased staffing

General Open-Ended Survey Questions

Are there parks facilities/amenities
You indicated there were missing
you and your family would use that are facilities or amenities, please
not currently provided in the City?
describe what is missing.

What outdoor activity do you predict
What do you feel is the biggest
will gain in popularity in this area in the challenge for the parks system?
coming years?

If recreational needs are not being met, Rank the following needs in order of least to
what specifically is lacking?
most urgent:

Yes

Love

Picnicing

Knowing where they all are

Dog park, place for elderly people to
easily access

Yes
Yes

Special â€œgardenâ€
Swimming pool or water park

?
One wheeling

Maintenance/cost/safety
Maintaining quality areas/shade from Fun opportunities for children to teens
heat

Yes

Even surfaced walking, jogging and
biking paths suitable for exercise laps.
Pools.

Yes

Parks should have wifi for a variety of
reasons

Yes

A splash pad with more than a few
water spouts would be nice.

Yes

Dog park

Yes

It would be nice to have a nice new
splash pad and up to date playground
equipment for children. Also new
picnic are and make the shoemaker
park larger. Gene Hurley could have
so much potential to make money for
the city as a real sports complex. If
you want to see a nice park look at
Benny Russell park in Pace Florida.
They do not have a lot of space but
what they had they made
outstanding use of it.
Swimming pool / water park
Lake Defuniak could use a bigger
updated park for children. It is a great
place for walking.

Yes
Yes

No

Yes

Iâ€™m not sure if they have
restrooms

No

No

Yes

No
Yes

Yes

Yes

playground equipment at tennis
courts

Parks with disability access for
wheelchairs, etc.

Development of new facilities,Improvements
added to existing facilities,Maintenance of
existing facilities,Additional
programing,Increased staffing
Not sure.
Must have pools and water features so
Development of new facilities,Improvements
people can cool off and they need to
added to existing facilities,Maintenance of
be large.
existing facilities,Increased staffing,Additional
programing
Mini golf
Disrespectful people tearing them up
Improvements added to existing
facilities,Additional programing,Maintenance
of existing facilities,Increased
staffing,Development of new facilities
Walking and biking trails and paths
Community involvement and use of
Our parks are lacking when comparing
Improvements added to existing
funds
them to parks in other cities near our
facilities,Maintenance of existing
town.
facilities,Additional programing,Increased
staffing,Development of new facilities
Biking
Safely
Safe desirable place for teens. Walki g
Maintenance of existing
trails for adults. Dog park for adults to
facilities,Improvements added to existing
take their dogs.!
facilities,Increased staffing,Additional
programing,Development of new facilities
It would be great to have travel ball
They need to be maintained and
There are other parks in our county that Improvements added to existing
teams in our town. That has the
cleaned up with new amenities
are beautiful with landscaping and
facilities,Increased staffing,Maintenance of
potential to make a lot of money for the
amenities. You could really make lake
existing facilities,Development of new
city. Also swimming areas if we make
Stanley park beautiful and open it up for facilities,Additional programing
them nicer. People are starting to avoid
more area to spread out and swim. We
beaches due to so many tourist
need new splash pad and updated park
equipment. If you have now toured anof
the parks in the south end of Walton
county and especially Benny Russell park
in Santa Rosa county in pace, fl the other
side of Milton. It is the best kids park I
have ever been too.
Landscaped walking trail
Criminal activity
Dog parks. Large community pool
With bike paths will come bike riding.
Funding for projects.
Lake Defuniak needs a bigger more
Improvements added to existing
Also trails if we could get them would be
updated park. Duck poop makes it hard facilities,Maintenance of existing
awesome.
to walk around the lake itself but you
facilities,Development of new
can walk on sidewalks by road. Just can't facilities,Additional programing,Increased
staffing
sit on ground and enjoy.
Miniature golf, pickleball
Maintenance,security and funding
Upgraded equipment
Maintenance of existing
facilities,Improvements added to existing
facilities,Increased staffing,Additional
programing,Development of new facilities
Just children playing
Money enough to maintain them
Parks seem fine
Development of new facilities,Improvements
added to existing facilities,Maintenance of
existing facilities,Additional
programing,Increased staffing
Pickleball and disc golf
Maintenance and safety
More play equipment and more walking Additional programing,Maintenance of
trails and places for activities such as
existing facilities,Improvements added to
pickleball, etc
existing facilities,Increased
staffing,Development of new facilities
Communication
Improvements added to existing
facilities,Increased staffing,Development of
new facilities,Maintenance of existing
facilities,Additional programing
bicycle
maintenance
cleaner, safer, more equipment
Improvements added to existing
facilities,Development of new
facilities,Additional programing,Increased
staffing,Maintenance of existing facilities
Pickle
Not being properly maintained
Running
Creating sensory & disability friendly Activities & equipment for those
Improvements added to existing
parks
individuals
facilities,Additional programing,Maintenance
of existing facilities,Development of new
facilities,Increased staffing
Disc golfing. Tennis.
Stubborn people not wanting things to Things to do! Kids are okay with what we Improvements added to existing
change.
have got, but teenagers and above.
facilities,Increased staffing,Maintenance of
There is nothing. There are no nature
existing facilities,Additional
trails and there are no activities at any of programing,Development of new facilities
these parks going on regularly. I
hadnâ€™t even heard of most of them.

Well, for starters, they took half of
the disc golfing course off of wee care
and the one on the golf course is so
over grown that it canâ€™t be used.
There needs to be more to do in
defuniak or Walton County as a
whole. The only things to do are on
the south end and no one wants to
drive down there or pay those prices.
SAFE and UPDATED playground
Hiking- this area is Beautiful!!
equipment in historic district More
public restrooms

Yes
Yes

Bathroom
Water park

Maintaining the parks and equipment Safety for children is lacking, there are
minimal available restrooms. No access
for handicapped (not in wheelchairs-ex.
Handrails)
Dog area
Walking, lights
Bike/ walking path along Bob Sikes Road Vandalism
What is available

Yes

Bathroom

Swimming

Maintenance

Yes

Dog park

Swimming or anything water park

Actually getting something done

Soccer

Accessibility

No

Maintenance of existing
facilities,Development of new
facilities,Increased staffing,Additional
programing,Improvements added to existing
facilities

Additional programing,Increased
staffing,Maintenance of existing
facilities,Improvements added to existing
facilities,Development of new facilities

Improvements added to existing
facilities,Maintenance of existing
facilities,Development of new
facilities,Increased staffing,Additional
programing
Public bathroom
Improvements added to existing
facilities,Maintenance of existing
facilities,Increased staffing,Development of
new facilities,Additional programing
More benches throughout, dog areas for Improvements added to existing
adults or seniors to bring their dogs for facilities,Maintenance of existing
play
facilities,Additional programing,Development
of new facilities,Increased staffing
Maintenance of existing
facilities,Improvements added to existing
facilities,Development of new
facilities,Increased staffing,Additional
programing

General Open-Ended Survey Questions

Are there parks facilities/amenities
You indicated there were missing
you and your family would use that are facilities or amenities, please
not currently provided in the City?
describe what is missing.
Yes

Yes

Yes

What outdoor activity do you predict
What do you feel is the biggest
will gain in popularity in this area in the challenge for the parks system?
coming years?

An actual park, inside city limits, in a
public area (like the lake yard) with
toddler playground equipment and
same for bigger kids. With mulch and
border.

If recreational needs are not being met, Rank the following needs in order of least to
what specifically is lacking?
most urgent:

A real park for kids, a set apart place
with border and mulch with toddler
things and big kids things. Also, a big
space so multiple kids can play. Benches
as well. Colorful, inviting, sturdy, with
multiple activities
Would a larger playground and more Kayaking and bicycling
water areas for the kids.

The only parks inside city limits are
very sketchy and nobody feels safe
with their kids there

A public park inside city limits for both
toddlerr

Space and parking

maybe a youth center?

possibly outdoor sports?

they seem sketchy, and they seem
unsafe. they also dont get a lot of
publicity.

Paddle boarding and pickleball

Keeping the parks clean and safe

Maintenance of existing
facilities,Improvements added to existing
facilities,Development of new
facilities,Additional programing,Increased
staffing
activities for adolescents, adults, and the Maintenance of existing
elderly
facilities,Improvements added to existing
facilities,Additional programing,Increased
staffing,Development of new facilities
Trails, diversity, physical activities for
Maintenance of existing facilities,Additional
teens
programing,Improvements added to existing
facilities,Development of new
facilities,Increased staffing
Updated, safe playground for various
Improvements added to existing
ages equipment, level access
facilities,Maintenance of existing
facilities,Additional programing,Increased
staffing,Development of new facilities

No

Yes

Upgraded playground, workout trail

Water activities

Safety

Yes

More options in walking trails and
botanical garden type park
Disc golf

Hiking, biking, running trail system that
connects to multiple city parks
Disc Golf

Community support/consensus and
budget to meet desired goals
Land

Paddle boarding, disc golf

Maintenance, Vandalism & littering

More age appropriate play equipment,
wheel chair/handicap access, outdated
equipment, dog park

Yes

No

Disc Golf

Yes

Disc golf

Disc golf

Satisfying everyone

Disc golf courses

Yes

Walking/biking trails

Running/walking trails

Keeping them clean

Playground equipment. Trails. Facilities.
Cleanliness

Yes

Aquatic Center, basketball court,
paintball/airsoft

Swimming, airsoft

Maintenance of grounds

Shade, facilities, activities, attractions

Yes

Splash pad

Splash pad

Maintenance and vanadium

Ada park with equipment for special
needs

Yes

Disc golf

Disc golf is exploding across the globe
and the county has actually regressed in
their support for the sport. The city
could capitalize by installing a course at
Chipley park.
More splash pads.

The willingness of some council
members to change so that the city
can grow.

More activities for youth

Vandalism

Activities for teens and adults.

Biking, hiking

Bathrooms

Spots fields, water parks, pools,

Money

No

Yes

Swimming pool

No

Yes

Baseball and softball parks open to
the public

Soccer, Softball, Baseball

Keeping them clean and safe

Yes

swimming

swimmong

revenue

Yes

Pickleball

Pickleball

Keeping them interesting

Yes

Larger sports complex and bigger
fields

Soccer and baseball

Funding

Yes

Dog parks

Disc golf

Money

Yes

Swim team size pool

Swimming, running, biking, workouts

Anticipating what will be beneficial.

Development of new facilities,Additional
programing,Increased staffing,Improvements
added to existing facilities,Maintenance of
existing facilities

Development of new facilities,Additional
programing,Improvements added to existing
facilities,Maintenance of existing
facilities,Increased staffing
Maintenance of existing
facilities,Improvements added to existing
facilities,Additional programing,Development
of new facilities,Increased staffing
Improvements added to existing
facilities,Maintenance of existing
facilities,Development of new
facilities,Increased staffing,Additional
programing
Additional programing,Increased
staffing,Development of new
facilities,Maintenance of existing
facilities,Improvements added to existing
facilities
Increased staffing,Maintenance of existing
facilities,Additional programing,Improvements
added to existing facilities,Development of
new facilities
Maintenance of existing facilities,Increased
staffing,Improvements added to existing
facilities,Additional programing,Development
of new facilities
Development of new facilities,Increased
staffing,Maintenance of existing
facilities,Improvements added to existing
facilities,Additional programing

Maintenance of existing
facilities,Improvements added to existing
facilities,Increased staffing,Additional
programing,Development of new facilities
Bathrooms
Improvements added to existing
facilities,Maintenance of existing
facilities,Development of new
facilities,Additional programing,Increased
staffing
Activities for all these groups. Playground Increased staffing,Development of new
equipment, water features for kids,
facilities,Additional programing,Maintenance
beach sand and water muck cleaned at of existing facilities,Improvements added to
Lakeyard, paddle board and kayak
existing facilities
rentals at Lakeyard, adequate baseball
and softball fields, gagaball, and other
activities. Trails etc
Safe and clean and modern restroom
Development of new facilities,Improvements
facilities, places to sit out of the weather, added to existing facilities,Maintenance of
proper sidewalks and crossings
existing facilities,Increased staffing,Additional
downtown across the RR tracks
programing
Improvements added to existing
facilities,Maintenance of existing
facilities,Development of new
facilities,Additional programing,Increased
staffing
Pickleball
Improvements added to existing
facilities,Development of new
facilities,Additional programing,Maintenance
of existing facilities,Increased staffing
Funding and events
Development of new facilities,Additional
programing,Increased staffing,Improvements
added to existing facilities,Maintenance of
existing facilities
HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE
Improvements added to existing
facilities,Maintenance of existing
facilities,Additional programing,Increased
staffing,Development of new facilities
Options and numbers of equipment
Improvements added to existing
facilities,Maintenance of existing
facilities,Additional programing,Development
of new facilities,Increased staffing

General Open-Ended Survey Questions

Are there parks facilities/amenities
You indicated there were missing
you and your family would use that are facilities or amenities, please
not currently provided in the City?
describe what is missing.

What outdoor activity do you predict
What do you feel is the biggest
will gain in popularity in this area in the challenge for the parks system?
coming years?

No

Soccer

No

No

Yes

Bathrooms

Yes

Sensory park for my autistic son and
special needs equipment and splash
pad

No

Yes

More stuff for special needs children

Yes

A water park

No

Yes

Yes
Yes

Dog park, pickle ball
olympic size swimming pool

Yes

Dog Park, ADA Park, artist additions
like sculptures and more trees

Yes

Trails

Yes
No
No

pickle ball

Security

If recreational needs are not being met, Rank the following needs in order of least to
what specifically is lacking?
most urgent:

Maintenance of existing
facilities,Improvements added to existing
facilities,Additional programing,Increased
staffing,Development of new facilities
Equestrian
Parking
Equestrian
Development of new facilities,Improvements
added to existing facilities,Additional
programing,Maintenance of existing
facilities,Increased staffing
Swimming in Lake DeFuniak provided
Lack of attraction. Too many have
Organized activities for teen agers that Development of new facilities,Additional
the city steps up to improre the site and nothing to make people want to feel are specific to good citizenship,
programing,Increased staffing,Maintenance of
offer swimmin lessons for the kids.
the park.
community pride, and has worth in the existing facilities,Improvements added to
life of a teenager
existing facilities
Skating
The people ruining things
Maintenance of existing
facilities,Improvements added to existing
facilities,Increased staffing,Additional
programing,Development of new facilities
Sensory park and anything kids would
Peopling messing it up
No special needs equipment
Development of new facilities,Additional
love
programing,Improvements added to existing
facilities,Maintenance of existing
facilities,Increased staffing
Disc Golf, splash pads
Upkeep, keeping out vandalism.
Need more for teens to do, play
Improvements added to existing
equipment for multiple age groups, more facilities,Maintenance of existing
shade
facilities,Development of new
facilities,Additional programing,Increased
staffing
Keeping them updated
Special needs kids donâ€™t have
Additional programing,Improvements added
anything
to existing facilities,Maintenance of existing
facilities,Increased staffing,Development of
new facilities
Swimming
Money and maintenance
Basketball court, water activities for
Improvements added to existing
adolescents and adults
facilities,Development of new
facilities,Additional programing,Increased
staffing,Maintenance of existing facilities
Splash pads
Maintenance and upkeep
Splash pads and skate park
Maintenance of existing
facilities,Improvements added to existing
facilities,Development of new
facilities,Increased staffing,Additional
programing
Pickle ball
Keeping neat and tidy. Limited staff to
Maintenance of existing facilities,Increased
perform routine maintenance.
staffing,Improvements added to existing
facilities,Additional programing,Development
of new facilities
Pickle ball
Money
frisbee golf
funds, manpower for maintaining
bike trails
Additional programing,Maintenance of
facilities
existing facilities,Improvements added to
existing facilities,Development of new
facilities,Increased staffing
Pickle Ball & Corn hole
Money & motivation from the city to Activity specific parks (like dog park, ADA Improvements added to existing
make changes
park) Variety, playground equipment,
facilities,Increased staffing,Additional
and primarily a welcoming environment programing,Maintenance of existing
facilities,Development of new facilities
in any given park.
Water recreation, jogging and walking
Maintenance
Trails
Maintenance of existing
trails
facilities,Improvements added to existing
facilities,Development of new
facilities,Increased staffing,Additional
programing
pickle ball
graffiti
dsa
afds
asfd
sdg
asdf
fa

Park Specific Survey Questions

What park facility would
you like to provide
feedback for?
Chipley Park (Circle Dr. ‐
The Lakeyard)

What do you primarily use
the park for?

Chipley Park (Circle Dr. ‐
The Lakeyard)

Walk for exercise and to
walk sisters dog when they
are visiting

Chipley Park (Circle Dr. ‐
The Lakeyard)

Recreation and exercise

Chipley Park (Circle Dr. ‐
The Lakeyard)

Walking, bike riding,
entertainment at the
amphitheater
Simply to get outside! My
family enjoys simply walking
the lake (and the kids either
ride their bicycles or
scooters around it)

Chipley Park (Circle Dr. ‐
The Lakeyard)

What elements or amenities need to Are there any safety
be addressed?
concerns with this park?

City events but would love to Clean bathrooms, drinking fountains,
see more use
SHADE or cover over seating area

yes

Dog disposal cans all around lake to
yes
encourage people to clean up after
pets. Think it would be great if Circle
Drive was a one way street because
access if available from many streets.
If that is not feasible, then restrict
parking to the side of street closest to
homes. Do not let anyone park on lake
side of street. With people crossing
everywhere they are not easily seen
by drivers. Crosswalks painted on
street in front of Library,
Amphitheater and Museum for safety.
Cover the amphitheater with at least No
parachute shades so it would be
comfortable during concerts which
hopefully there will be more of
Need cover over seating at
No
amphitheater

Please provide more details about
the potential safety issues with the
park!
Homeless people using it

What features would you like to see What else should the consultants know
added or expanded?
about the park?

Our city needs mowing and gardening
maintenance all over but especially
downtown and in larger public areas! First
impressions are not favorable! Clean up,
paint, trim and maintain existing public
areas! Have scheduled routine
maintenance of public parks and
downtown! No exceptions! Mowing and
trimming should not be random!
Not enough lighting at night all around More benches or maybe adult swing Reason so many visitors coming to town. I
seating. Cleaner restroom. Possibly a volunteer at museum and ask people why
Circle. I fell on the steps by new
they came and the lake is mentioned
bandstand and I knew they were there cover for amphitheater to protect
frequently. They see it on Google maps
from elements.
but could not see them. This was
and come to see it.
reported to city and police because
they helped me that night.
Clean and expanded bathrooms,
shade over seating area, water
fountains. Maybe even add paddle
boats for rent at reasonable price
during warm months. Also maybe
some duck feed dispensers like at
zoos.

Shade on the amphitheater

Add dog waste stations

The park area for children (and seating No
around that area) Natural beauty and
shade abounds‐ take advantage of
that!

This park should be the Cityâ€™s primary
This area has so many facilities to
focus. Centrally located and the most
take advantage of (think Library, a
visible in all of DeFuniak!
Middle School campus, and the
Downtown District). Visitors are also
drawn to this area. Give them a
reason to sit and stay all day!
Updated equipment, signage, trash
cans, botanical garden at the library
needs an overhaul & maintenance,
clean/well‐lit restrooms
Paths, gardens

Chipley Park (Circle Dr. ‐
The Lakeyard)
Chipley Park (Circle Dr. ‐
The Lakeyard)

Walking, playground

Paths and landscape

yes

Bathroom visibility

Walking

yes

Current playground equipment,steps
at the amphitheater, and owners
walking dogs off leach.

Safe playground equipment, paddle
boats , disc golf, walking paths

Chipley Park (Circle Dr. ‐
The Lakeyard)

Walking dog

The playground needs better
equipment and the amphitheater
needs improving, loose dogs need to
be addressed consistently by code
enforcement. I do not feel safe often
due to the number of off leach dogs
and lack of response when it is
reported.
Dog waste receptacles

yes

Playground eqipment

Chipley Park (Circle Dr. ‐
The Lakeyard)

Playground, biking, walking

Some choose to have their dogs off
leash and this causes problems for
others who walk their dogs on leash.
See response to #4

Chipley Park (Circle Dr. ‐
The Lakeyard)

Chipley Park (Circle Dr. ‐
The Lakeyard)
Chipley Park (Circle Dr. ‐
The Lakeyard)
Chipley Park (Circle Dr. ‐
The Lakeyard)
Chipley Park (Circle Dr. ‐
The Lakeyard)

Chipley Park (Circle Dr. ‐
The Lakeyard)
Chipley Park (Circle Dr. ‐
The Lakeyard)

Exposed concrete at foot of slide. Very
dangerous for a child falling backwards
after landing. More playground
equipment for younger children. More
benches needed.
Walking, enjoying piers.
The restrooms are very outdated and
frequented by vagrants. The outdoor
auditorium often has someone
sleeping on the stage. Paid feeders for
the ducks and geese would be a nice
addition. Add more playground
equipment as it seems to be used
more than other areas of the park.
Encourage more usage of the RV
hookups as this seems to be a largely
unknown perk the park offers.
To walk, take my kids to play More bathrooms, more drinking
and look at animals
fountains and more equipment for
kids of all age
Walking, playground
Addition of paddle boats to rent

yes

No

Updating the restrooms and manage
vagrant population is extremely
important. People need to feel safe.

yes

The one dock needs to be fixed better More play equipment, bathrooms
and drinking fountains

yes

Handrails on one sidewalk going down Paddle boat rentals , more
to the lake for better access for
playground equipment
seniors /handicapped would be great.
Previous muggings
Lighting and cameras, dock for kayaks Update facilites
and paddle boards

Walking, exercise, walk dog, Additional trash cans to assist with
yes
sometimes swim and paddle disposing of dog poop bogs
board
Viewing, walking
Donâ€™t cut down the trees, they are yes
vital to the health of the park.

Playground

Larger restrooms at the
amphitheater. A redo of the
amphitheater to better
accommodate music events and a
covered seating area.
More playground equipment.

Nothing I can think of

The bars/jungle gym is unsafe

yes

Improved safety, more age
appropriate equipment for various
ages, additional play area on other
side of lake

yes

People looking for trouble. Uneven
sidewalks‐ no handrails.

Native plantings only. Security
cameras

The bolts are coming loose on the
upright jungle gym structure
Ground distance from the end of the
slide, sometimes clientele that hang
out in the area are of concern

Restroom accessibility, updated and
safer play equipment
Additional equipment for various
ages, workout â€œtrailâ€/sta�ons,
playground equipment in another
location around the lake

It IS possible to overdo improvements in
the enthusiasm of the moment. The
natural beauty of our clean, safe,
maintained and simple lake is the draw.
Pavilions and walkovers, etc‐ you can find
anywhere. Purchase land for parking on
the NORTH side of 90 and let people walk
a block. The block circling Chipley Park is
part of the allure of the park. NO
condominiums or extra hard scape.
Parking will be a nightmare and we need
trees to fight pollution.

Park Specific Survey Questions

What park facility would
you like to provide
feedback for?
Chipley Park (Circle Dr. ‐
The Lakeyard)

What do you primarily use
the park for?

What elements or amenities need to Are there any safety
be addressed?
concerns with this park?

Recreation, exercise,
playground

Outdated play equipment, litter,
profane graffiti, homeless people,
sidewalks, restrooms, pavilions.

Chipley Park (Circle Dr. ‐
The Lakeyard)
Chipley Park (Circle Dr. ‐
The Lakeyard)
DeFuniak Springs Sports
Complex (Gene Hurley
Rd.)
DeFuniak Springs Sports
Complex (Gene Hurley
Rd.)
DeFuniak Springs Sports
Complex (Gene Hurley
Rd.)

Walking swimming family
activities
Walking and disc golf for the
one time per year it is up
Watching ball games

DeFuniak Springs Sports
Complex (Gene Hurley
Rd.)
DeFuniak Springs Sports
Complex (Gene Hurley
Rd.)
DeFuniak Springs Sports
Complex (Gene Hurley
Rd.)
Florence Park (S 11th St.)

Need benches more kids equipment
put to date
Would love to see a permanent disc
golf course
Thereâ€™s land there. Why not build
something for everyone? Again my
thoughts go to water activities.
Nothing because it is in such All fields, lighting, restrooms, parking
bad shape
pretty much everything

To hang out with friends or
to exercise

yes

yes

Disc golf course year round

yes

Disc Golf

More holes

yes

Don't really use this

All needs to be updated

No

Something for adolescents and adults, yes
a pool, lazy river.
Use of the park. There's little there.
yes
Missing a great opportunity.

yes

Harbeson Field/Skate
Park (357 N 9th St.)

Football

yes

Harbeson Field/Skate
Park (357 N 9th St.)
Harbeson Field/Skate
Park (357 N 9th St.)

Skate park

Henry
Park/Museum/Depot
(1162 Circle Dr.)

Henry
Park/Museum/Depot
(1162 Circle Dr.)
Henry
Park/Museum/Depot
(1162 Circle Dr.)
Henry
Park/Museum/Depot
(1162 Circle Dr.)

yes

yes

This park is used for Football The trash cans are small and hard to No
season for the youth in our keep empty and clean. It would be
town.
nice to have larger cans that have tops
to prevent rain.
Sports
At equipment, shaded areas
No
Skateboarding

The ramps are worn out. Money has yes
been given to the city for the repairs
or new ramps and was never utilized.
The south walton skate park is heavily
utilized and should be looked to for
ideas to improve Defuniakâ€™s.
Paint
No

I volunteer there and we
have many out of town
visitors, wish it could be
painted to refresh the
building. The Board worked
hard updating the inside and
it would be nice for visitors
to have outside be fresh.
Thank you for all the city
does to keep museum open.
Paint it
Maintenance of the building to
encourage tourists to visit

You would turn or break an ankle if
you tried to play football or soccer
there.
Its used to sell drugs, it is littered with
broken glass, and all the equipment is
broken

Depot needs to be painted

Learn more about the
history, and view caboose.

The stairs to each end of the caboose yes
are in need of repair. Each set of stairs
and the railings are dangerous and are
creating a real liability to the city.

Total revamp of park

It is beautiful but the space is not
effectively utilized
It should include food if water activities
were put in place. Something a person
could spend a day enjoying.

Please dont sell it to the airport
Bringing the playground back, and
fixing everything. It would be nice to
add another skatepark where it used
to be

There has been gunshots heard while Rehab of the splash area and opening I love that this isnâ€™t a high traffic area
we were playing.
of the restrooms.
and the kids can just play. It might be nice
to have the parking area better
More disc golf holes

Make a park like wee care, we need
something in town with splash pads
No fencing

Just that they all need updates

It could be used for more than what it is
now.
So many missed opportunities for usage.
A resident is getting away with using a Entertainment pavilion, sidewalks,
corner for their yard debris.
nicer playground equipment, parking Just sitting there (essentially) vacant in
area, fencing. Use park for art shows, the middle of a historic neighborhood.
multi‐family yard sales, educational
presentations. Allow other
organizations to use the City‐owned
buildings on the property instead of
just Boy Scouts who meet there just
once a week or store their things
there. Shouldn't be for just one
group.
Very unsafe equipment and no fence Safe playground equipment
next to a very busy street
The play equipment is very outdated. A low fence (picket type to fit with
The Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts frequent
The metal slide gets extremely hot and the historic esthetic), updated play
this park and could help keep it clean.
can cause burns to childrensâ€™ skin. equipment, covered picnic tables,
Perhaps the city can work out a deal to
The area is not fenced in and in close benches, dog park section.
waive certain costs associated with
proximity to the road
renting the building there in exchange for
certain maintenance.
Lights, restrooms, playground, skate Complete renovation with new LED It is poorly maintained
park
lights
Sand spurs on field and shade at skate
park

Water activities

A splash pad would be amazing.

Updated play equipment, splash pad, Itâ€™s outdated and extremely hot in the
covered shaded areas (kite tarps, etc) summer
The wooden ramps are deteriorating. New ramps and concrete bowls.

Museum is run by all volunteers that are
senior citizens and participate and extend
hours for all community events.

No

Visiting museum

Perhaps posting notices that the park is
under video surveillance would deter
some of the vandalism

Just overalll

Water park. Fun for the whole
family.

Florence Park (S 11th St.) Nothing because it is unsafe Playground equipment and fencing
to use
Florence Park (S 11th St.) Kids
Outdated play equipment, seating,
picnic tables, wasted space

Harbeson Field/Skate
Park (357 N 9th St.)
Harbeson Field/Skate
Park (357 N 9th St.)

Updated play equipment, updated
covered picnic tables, more trash
receptacles, doggy waste bag
stations, remodeled bathrooms, an
additional restroom facility on the
opposite side of the current one,
paddle board launching area,
designated fishing area, additional
landscaping (flowers, azaleas,
camellias, etc).

No

Baseball games

The field itself, the field house and
restrooms, the lighting, the
playground equipment and general
Skate equip and field conditions

What features would you like to see What else should the consultants know
added or expanded?
about the park?

No

The basketball court is falling apart,
yes
the fences and scoreboards at the
baseball fields are broken, the parking
lot near the baseball fields is
constantly used to do donuts, the
main parking lot is used to sell drugs at
night, someone has been lighting fires
and drinking in the nature trail, and
the whole park has been all but given
up on. Its clear its just a matter of time
before it is sold to the airport
Bathrooms
yes

Children playing on
equipment
Florence Park (S 11th St.) Walking my dog.

Please provide more details about
the potential safety issues with the
park!
The sidewalks leading down to the
lake need to be repaired and
maintained. Iâ€™ve seen elderly
people attempting to use a walker to
access the lower sidewalk and they
struggle a lot. The sidewalks are
uneven, cracked, lifted and often
covered in large debris. There are also
homeless people sleeping there in the
daytime sometimes as well as drug
use at the end of the docks.
Needs maintenance!

None just need maintenance of
existing structure

No

Stairs/railings leading to each end of
caboose are in desperate need of
repair.

Increase museum hours, expand
audio tour, overall facelift.

Is there a use for the caboose to
encourage more engagement with the
public???

Park Specific Survey Questions

What park facility would What do you primarily use
you like to provide
the park for?
feedback for?
Henry
Walking, museum
Park/Museum/Depot
(1162 Circle Dr.)

Henry
Park/Museum/Depot
(1162 Circle Dr.)

Exercise and crossing to
Baldwin Ave

Lake Stanley Park (271
Shoemaker Dr.)

Swimming.

Lake Stanley Park (271
Shoemaker Dr.)
Lake Stanley Park (271
Shoemaker Dr.)

What elements or amenities need to Are there any safety
be addressed?
concerns with this park?
No
The outside of the building and the
caboose could use a little paint touch
up. The area around the train needs
to be better landscaped and
maintained. Some pretty street lamps
or posts could be added along the
sidewalk with large hanging flower
baskets, or some pretty planters could
be added on the sidewalk in front of
the museum and caboose (the side of
the sidewalk closest to the road to
create a low wall).
New sidewalks and crossing from
yes
Baldwin Avenue across the RR tracks,
to the inner sidewalk on circle drive

Playground

Very limited swimming areas and
things to do here. Parking areas need
addressed.
Bathrooms

yes

Swimming, picnics

Lighting, trash cans, update facilities

yes

Lake Stanley Park (271
Shoemaker Dr.)

Grandchildren playing

yes
Safety. There are creepy people
hanging out a security officer needs to
be on duty Iâ€™ve been several times
and teens can make trouble and
sketch men are hanging out they need
a security guard with a gun

Lake Stanley Park (271
Shoemaker Dr.)

Swimming and boating

Lake Stanley Park (271
Shoemaker Dr.)

i use it to relax

Dog play area, and grass on area near yes
lake bank for sitting and sunning.
Ground is very uneven to lay on towel
and sun.
the bathrooms! absolutely gross :(
yes

Tennis Courts (Plateau & Would like to use it for pickle Pickle ball court lines
Clay)
ball but needs the court lines
in addition to tennis lines

yes

No

Tennis Courts (Plateau & Playground & tennis
Clay)

New courts & restrooms across the
No
street and convert present courts into
pickle ball courts

Tennis Courts (Plateau &
Clay)

Grandchildren love this park
There are only swing sets left now
after the destruction of the merry go
round and monkey bars last fall. No
replacement playground has been
installed to date. Swings need to be
updated also with possibly 2 baby
swings available along with others
Donâ€™t remove long leaf yellow
pines

Tennis Courts (Plateau & Viewing, play area
Clay)

Tennis Courts (Plateau & grandchildren playing
Clay)
Tennis Courts (Plateau & Unaware of the park space,
Clay)
thought it was just tennis
courts and playground
Wayside Park
No usage currently
(Intersection Hwy 90 +
Hwy 331S)
Wayside Park
I hardly ever see anyone use
(Intersection Hwy 90 +
this park. Itâ€™s not safe for
Hwy 331S)
families with children due to
the proximity to the
highway. The pavilions are
old, outdated and ugly. This
park has a lot of visibility
with it being at a main
intersection. It could be
turned into a pretty flower
garden with some small
paths throughout along with
some updates gazebos and
restroom facilities. The
garden club or 4H club in
town or may even be willing
to help with it.

Please provide more details about
the potential safety issues with the
park!

Try crossing, alone, in a wheel chair,
fromBaldwin Ave to the inner sidewalk
on circle drive. Very dangerous for
disabled people!
Kids jumping off the board walk and
limited swimming options/areas too
close to brush. Perhaps make it bigger
Maybe a lifeguard

What features would you like to see What else should the consultants know
added or expanded?
about the park?
Landscaping

Needs to be advertised more

Add a new, modern, and safe
sidewalk crossing from Baldwin to
Circle drive. Make it wide, safe, not
too step.
More swimming area rather than
right up under the board walk

Just modernize the crossing for
pedestrians

Playground equipment, paddle boat
and kayak rentals
Lighting, perhaps cameras

Park safety, lighting for when it get
dark. ( even though there is a gate at
night, the gate has been pushed down
in other areas)
Sketch men hanging out , teens
Just security
making trouble at times I have been
several times with church people and
all the mothers watch the kids but I e
been by myself and their needs to be a
security guard I wonâ€™t go alone
with my grandchild anymore unless I
bring a gun some teens really have us
trouble last time but not enough to
where Iâ€™d bother police I think it
was mostly talk and intimidation but
we left but then I thought maybe I
should have called police I felt if a
guard had been there the kids would
have left us alone
Unevenground around swimming area Dog play area

there isnt much surveillance and the maybe a court for basketball?
people who loiter seem to be up to no
good.
Pickle ball lines

Replacement of playground
equipment that was removed in Fall
2021 and left only swings. More
tennis courts across Plateau,
restrooms, pickle ball courts on
present courts.
See above

No

Na

yes

The charm of the park is in its
Security cameras
simplicity. The people using come
often‐ they play and enjoy. Itâ€™s a
real pleasure to watch. If the park is
â€œprettiedâ€ up it wonâ€™t
positively impact the players. Frankly‐
it takes HOURS for the grounds
maintenance to be done.
playground equipment replaced, it
was removed
Proximity of playground equipment to Playground equipment
the road

playground equipment

No

Playground

yes

Fencing. This park would make an
excellent dog park.

yes

Fencing needed

Fence

All of it

yes

Proximity to the busy highway. Not
safe for kids/pets

Flower gardens, pathways,
sculptures, new gazebo type
pavilions, restrooms

Too many low lifeâ€™s just meeting there
to get into trouble I think payed parking
would drive some of them away

Would be nice to have security camera at
entrance

surveillance and safety

Waste cans availability in all parks where
dogs are allowed so the clean up is able to
be disposed. For example, waste cans on
the walk ways around the lake for
convenient disposal
Shade shelters would be wonderful.

Please donâ€™t allow enthusiasm for
growth to equal overspending. The things
that define DeFuniak are natural‐ the lake,
lake yard and our people. Letâ€™s focus
on safety‐ maintenance,
accessibility;beauty‐ horticulturists
overseeing native plantings and proper
care. Provide parking â€œnearâ€ to but
not among are that need protection.
important to neighborhood

It needs a complete overhaul.

A.3 Facilities Inventory Sheets
DeFuniak Springs Parks and Recreation Master Plan
Facilities Inventory Checklist
GENERAL INFORMATION
Facility Name

Gene Hurley Park/Recreation Complex

Address

965 Gene Hurley Road

Primary use
Facility size

Sports and Play - softball fields, basketball court & tennis
wall, picnic areas, water spray area, soccer field, trails.
Approximately 50

Times of operation

Dawn to Dusk

Location/context map

DeFuniak Springs Parks and Recreation Master Plan
Facilities Inventory Checklist
CONDITIONS
Signage - park ID sign and regulatory
signage posted
Parking lot pavement condition and
striping

Park signs posted
Parking lot is in fair condition, striping needs to be refreshed.
East side of parking lot has erosion causing asphalt to break off.

Bike rack provisions - provided on
hardscape surface

Existing bike rack placed on concrete pad

Turf condition

Turf conditions are good

Dead/dying trees

N/A

Stumps

N/A

Park shelters number and conditions

2 existing park shelters are present but not numbered. Fair
Condition.

Seating availability

Yes

ADA compliant picnic tables

Yes - Tables are in fair condition. Minor paint chipping and top
surface of one table is bent.

ADA compliant drinking fountains

No

Trash and recycling receptacles
provisions

Existing trash cans are located throughout the property.
Trash cans are dented.

Restroom numbers and condition

1 Restroom - Port-a-potty access door was lodged

Drainage issues

No

Trip hazards

Yes – sidewalks are cracked.

Facility lighting and condition

Yes - Good

3

DeFuniak Springs Parks and Recreation Master Plan
Facilities Inventory Checklist
PLAY AREAS
ADA access to play equipment and
ADA equipment provided

No

Play surfacing – Acceptable depth and
material. Safety mats or surfacing

Play surface is sand. No safety mats or surfacing present.

No exposed footings play equipment

No

Play equipment condition

Good, but it is older, metal equipment.

Pinch points

No

Fall zone obstructions

No

Other

N/A

SPORT COURTS AND FIELDS
Turf condition

Good

Fence conditions (curled fencing or
heaving posts)

Good

Pavement/sports surface condition on
basketball and tennis courts

Good

Condition of bleachers and team
benches

Good

Condition of equipment (basketball
backboards, tennis nets, etc.)

Good

Other

N/A

4

Facilities Inventory Checklist
Facilities Inventory Checklist

DeFuniak Springs Parks and Recreation Master Plan
Facilities Inventory Checklist
GENERAL INFORMATION
Facility Name

Lake Stanley Park

Address

271 Shoemaker Drive

Primary use

Swimming, boat ramp, playground, picnicking

Facility size

Connects to 100 acres of water

Times of operation

3.4

Location/context map

1

DeFuniak Springs Parks and Recreation Master Plan
Facilities Inventory Checklist
CONDITIONS
Signage - park ID sign and regulatory
signage posted

Signs are posted. Signs are in good
condition.

Parking lot pavement condition and
striping

N/A

Bike rack provisions - provided on
hardscape surface

N/A

Turf condition

Turf is in fair condition. Turf needs to
be maintained.

Dead/dying trees

No

Stumps

No

Park shelters number and conditions

4 existing park shelters are present but not numbered.
Park shelters are in good condition.

Seating availability

Yes

ADA compliant picnic tables

No

ADA compliant drinking fountains

No

Trash and recycling receptacles
provisions

Existing trash cans are in good condition.

Restroom numbers and condition

2 existing restrooms are present. Restrooms are in good
condition.

Drainage issues

Yes - 1 of the existing park shelters floor floods during rain
storms.

Trip hazards

No

Facility lighting and condition

2 existing lights. Lights are
in good condition.

3

DeFuniak Springs Parks and Recreation Master Plan
Facilities Inventory Checklist
PLAY AREAS
ADA access to play equipment and
ADA equipment provided

No

Parking lot pavement condition and
striping

N/A

Play surfacing – Acceptable depth and
material. Safety mats or surfacing

The play surface at the existing swingset is sand. The play
surface at the existing playground is rubber mulch.

No exposed footings play equipment

No

Play equipment condition

Good

Pinch points

No

Fall zone obstructions

No

Other

The boat ramp is in good condition. The pier is in good
condition.

SPORT COURTS AND FIELDS
Turf condition

N/A

Fence conditions (curled fencing or
heaving posts)

The existing fence on the north side of the property has
damaged post and the chain link is not attached to the posts.

Pavement/sports surface condition on
basketball and tennis courts

N/A

Condition of bleachers and team
benches

N/A

Condition of equipment (basketball
backboards, tennis nets, etc.)

N/A

Other

N/A
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Facilities Inventory Checklist

Facilities Inventory Checklist

DeFuniak Springs Parks and Recreation Master Plan
Facilities Inventory Checklist
GENERAL INFORMATION
Facility Name

Pat Covell Park #1

Address

248 Sheldon Ave

Primary use

Playground, basketball, volleyball

Facility size

1.0 acre

Times of operation

7am - 9pm

Location/context map

1

DeFuniak Springs Parks and Recreation Master Plan
Facilities Inventory Checklist
CONDITIONS
Signage - park ID sign and regulatory
signage posted

Park signs are posted

Parking lot pavement condition and
striping

Parking lot is in good condition

Bike rack provisions - provided on
hardscape surface

Existing back racks are located in grass

Turf condition

Turf is in good condition.

Dead/dying trees

No

Stumps

No

Park shelters number and conditions

1 Park Shelter - existing park shelter has no number. Park
shelter in good condition.

Seating availability

Yes

ADA compliant picnic tables

No

ADA compliant drinking fountains

No

Trash and recycling receptacles
provisions

Trash cans are located on the property. Trash cans are in
good condition.

Restroom numbers and condition

No restrooms are present

Drainage issues

No

Trip hazards

No

Facility lighting and condition

Existing lighting is present. Lighting is in good condition.

3

DeFuniak Springs Parks and Recreation Master Plan
Facilities Inventory Checklist
PLAY AREAS
ADA access to play equipment and
ADA equipment provided

No

Parking lot pavement condition and
striping

Please review parking lot comments in the previous
section.

Play surfacing – Acceptable depth and
material. Safety mats or surfacing

Play surfacing is rubber mulch.

No exposed footings play equipment

No

Play equipment condition

Good

Pinch points

No

Fall zone obstructions

No

Other

N/A

SPORT COURTS AND FIELDS
Turf condition

Please review turf condition comments in the previous
section.

Fence conditions (curled fencing or
heaving posts)

Fence is in good condition.

Pavement/sports surface condition on
basketball and tennis courts

No pavement is present for the existing basketball court.
The basketball court is dirt.

Condition of bleachers and team
benches

N/A

Condition of equipment (basketball
backboards, tennis nets, etc.)

Good

Other

N/A
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Facilities Inventory Checklist

DeFuniak Springs Parks and Recreation Master Plan
Facilities Inventory Checklist
GENERAL INFORMATION
Facility Name

Wayside Park

Address

72 US HWY 90 West

Primary use

Rest area, grilling, dog walking

Facility size
Times of operation

1.70

7am - 9pm

Location/context map

1

DeFuniak Springs Parks and Recreation Master Plan
Facilities Inventory Checklist
CONDITIONS
Signage - park ID sign and regulatory
signage posted
Parking lot pavement condition and
striping

Park sign posted
N/A

Bike rack provisions - provided on
hardscape surface

N/A

Turf condition

Turf conditions are good

Dead/dying trees

No

Stumps

No

Park shelters number and conditions

3 existing park shelters are present but not numbered. Fair
Condition.

Seating availability

Yes

ADA compliant picnic tables

No

ADA compliant drinking fountains

No

Trash and recycling receptacles
provisions

2 trash cans. Trash cans are in good condition.

Restroom numbers and condition

2 restrooms. Restrooms are in good condition.

Drainage issues

No

Trip hazards

Yes - existing tree roots, 1 of the concrete pads.

Facility lighting and condition

Yes - Good

3

DeFuniak Springs Parks and Recreation Master Plan
Facilities Inventory Checklist
PLAY AREAS
ADA access to play equipment and
ADA equipment provided

N/A

Parking lot pavement condition and
striping

N/A

Play surfacing – Acceptable depth and
material. Safety mats or surfacing

N/A

No exposed footings play equipment

N/A

Play equipment condition

N/A

Pinch points

N/A

Fall zone obstructions

N/A

Other

N/A

SPORT COURTS AND FIELDS
Turf condition

N/A

Fence conditions (curled fencing or
heaving posts)

N/A

Pavement/sports surface condition on
basketball and tennis courts

N/A

Condition of bleachers and team
benches

N/A

Condition of equipment (basketball
backboards, tennis nets, etc.)

N/A

Other

N/A
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Facilities Inventory Checklist

DeFuniak Springs Parks and Recreation Master Plan
Facilities Inventory Checklist
GENERAL INFORMATION
Facility Name

Harbeson Field / Skate Park

Address

357 N. 9th Street

Primary use

Football, soccer, playground, walking track, skateboarding

Facility size

8.5 acres

Times of operation

Dawn to Dusk

Location/context map

1

DeFuniak Springs Parks and Recreation Master Plan
Facilities Inventory Checklist
CONDITIONS
Signage - park ID sign and regulatory
signage posted
Parking lot pavement condition and
striping

No
Parking lot is in good condition.

Bike rack provisions - provided on
hardscape surface

No

Turf condition

Turf conditions are good

Dead/dying trees

No

Stumps

No

Park shelters number and conditions

1 shelter at skate park. Shelter is in good condition.

Seating availability

Yes

ADA compliant picnic tables

No

ADA compliant drinking fountains

No

Trash and recycling receptacles
provisions

Existing trash cans are located throughout the property.
Trash cans are in good condition.

Restroom numbers and condition

2 restrooms - Unable to verify condition of existing
restrooms due to doors being locked.

Drainage issues

No

Trip hazards

No

Facility lighting and condition

Yes - Good

3

DeFuniak Springs Parks and Recreation Master Plan
Facilities Inventory Checklist
PLAY AREAS
ADA access to play equipment and
ADA equipment provided

Yes

Parking lot pavement condition and
striping

Please review parking lot comments in the previous
section.

Play surfacing – Acceptable depth and
material. Safety mats or surfacing

Play surface is sand. No safety mats or surfacing present.

No exposed footings play equipment

No

Play equipment condition

Good

Pinch points

No

Fall zone obstructions

No

Other

Skate park is in good condition.

SPORT COURTS AND FIELDS
Turf condition

Please review turf comments in the previous section.

Fence conditions (curled fencing or
heaving posts)

Good

Pavement/sports surface condition on
basketball and tennis courts

N/A

Condition of bleachers and team
benches

Good

Condition of equipment (basketball
backboards, tennis nets, etc.)

Good

Other

N/A

4
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Facilities Inventory Checklist

DeFuniak Springs Parks and Recreation Master Plan
Facilities Inventory Checklist
GENERAL INFORMATION
Facility Name

Florence Park/ S. 11th Street

Address

S. 11th Street and Clay Street

Primary use

Playground with picnic area

Facility size

1.3 acres

Times of operation

Dawn to Dusk

Location/context map

1

DeFuniak Springs Parks and Recreation Master Plan
Facilities Inventory Checklist
CONDITIONS
Signage - park ID sign and regulatory
signage posted
Parking lot pavement condition and
striping

No
N/A

Bike rack provisions - provided on
hardscape surface

No

Turf condition

Turf conditions are good

Dead/dying trees

No

Stumps

No

Park shelters number and conditions

N/A

Seating availability

Yes

ADA compliant picnic tables

No

ADA compliant drinking fountains

N/A

Trash and recycling receptacles
provisions

1 existing trash can. Trash can is in good condition.

Restroom numbers and condition

No

Drainage issues

No

Trip hazards

No

Facility lighting and condition

Yes - Good

3

DeFuniak Springs Parks and Recreation Master Plan
Facilities Inventory Checklist
PLAY AREAS
ADA access to play equipment and
ADA equipment provided

No

Parking lot pavement condition and
striping

N/A

Play surfacing – Acceptable depth and
material. Safety mats or surfacing

Play surface is sand. No safety mats or surfacing.

No exposed footings play equipment

No

Play equipment condition

Good

Pinch points

No

Fall zone obstructions

No

Other

N/A

SPORT COURTS AND FIELDS
Turf condition

Please review turf conditions in the previous section.

Fence conditions (curled fencing or
heaving posts)

N/A

Pavement/sports surface condition on
basketball and tennis courts

N/A

Condition of bleachers and team
benches

N/A

Condition of equipment (basketball
backboards, tennis nets, etc.)

N/A

Other

N/A

4
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DeFuniak Springs Parks and Recreation Master Plan
Facilities Inventory Checklist
GENERAL INFORMATION
Facility Name

Tennis Court at Plateau Ave & Clay St.

Address

79 Plateau Street

Primary use

Tennis courts, playground, picnic area

Facility size

Tennis court parcel is .65 of an acre. The adjacent empty
lot is 1 acre.

Times of operation

Dawn to Dusk

Location/context map

1

DeFuniak Springs Parks and Recreation Master Plan
Facilities Inventory Checklist
CONDITIONS
Signage - park ID sign and regulatory
signage posted
Parking lot pavement condition and
striping

Sign is posted.
Parking lot is in good condition. Existing parking lot has no
striping.

Bike rack provisions - provided on
hardscape surface

Bike rack is located in grass.

Turf condition

Good

Dead/dying trees

No

Stumps

No

Park shelters number and conditions

N/A

Seating availability

Yes

ADA compliant picnic tables

No

ADA compliant drinking fountains

Recently updated water fountains, available for pets and
N/A
people.

Trash and recycling receptacles
provisions

1 trash can located on property. Trash can is in good condition.

Restroom numbers and condition

N/A

Drainage issues

No

Trip hazards

No

Facility lighting and condition

Yes - Good

3

DeFuniak Springs Parks and Recreation Master Plan
Facilities Inventory Checklist
PLAY AREAS
ADA access to play equipment and
ADA equipment provided

N/A
Tennis courts are ADA compliant

Play surfacing – Acceptable depth and
material. Safety mats or surfacing

Play surface is grass. No safety mats or surfacing present.

No exposed footings play equipment

No

Play equipment condition

Good

Pinch points

Fall zone obstructions

Other

NNo
No
NN/A

SPORT COURTS AND FIELDS
Turf condition

Please review turf comments in the previous section.

Fence conditions (curled fencing or
heaving posts)

Good

Pavement/sports surface condition on
basketball and tennis courts

Good - tennis court surface has minor cracks throughout.

Condition of bleachers and team
benches

N/A

Condition of equipment (basketball
backboards, tennis nets, etc.)

Good

Other

N/A
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Facilities Inventory Checklist

3

DeFuniak Springs Parks and Recreation Master Plan
Facilities Inventory Checklist
GENERAL INFORMATION
Facility Name

Henry Park/Museum Depot/The Opinion Place

Address

1162 Circle Drive

Primary use

Depot/Museum

Facility size

.65 of an acre

Times of operation

6am – midnight, info center open on Saturdays

Location/context map

1

DeFuniak Springs Parks and Recreation Master Plan
Facilities Inventory Checklist
CONDITIONS
Signage - park ID sign and regulatory
signage posted
Parking lot pavement condition and
striping

Sign is posted
N/A

Bike rack provisions - provided on
hardscape surface

N/A

Turf condition

Turf conditions are good.

Dead/dying trees

No

Stumps

No

Park shelters number and conditions

N/A

Seating availability

Yes

ADA compliant picnic tables

N/A

ADA compliant drinking fountains

N/A

Trash and recycling receptacles
provisions

2 trash cans located on property Trash cans are in good
condition.

Restroom numbers and condition

Good - Mens and Womens restrooms are available on the
N/A
lakeside of the amphitheater.

Drainage issues

No

Trip hazards

No

Facility lighting and condition

Yes - Good

3

DeFuniak Springs Parks and Recreation Master Plan
Facilities Inventory Checklist
PLAY AREAS
ADA access to play equipment and
ADA equipment provided

N/A

Parking lot pavement condition and
striping

N/A

Play surfacing – Acceptable depth and
material. Safety mats or surfacing

N/A

No exposed footings play equipment

N/A

Play equipment condition

N/A

Pinch points

N/A

Fall zone obstructions

N/A

Other

N/A

SPORT COURTS AND FIELDS
Turf condition

Please review turf comments in the previous section.

Fence conditions (curled fencing or
heaving posts)

N/A

Pavement/sports surface condition on
basketball and tennis courts

N/A

Condition of bleachers and team
benches

N/A

Condition of equipment (basketball
backboards, tennis nets, etc.)

N/A

Other

N/A
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DeFuniak Springs Parks and Recreation Master Plan
Facilities Inventory Checklist
GENERAL INFORMATION
Facility Name

Chipley Park/Lake DeFuniak/The Lakeyard

Address

3 Circle Dr.

Primary use

Amphitheater, walking, events, boating, swimming

Facility size
Times of operation

80 acres including the lake
8 a.m. to sunset

Location/context map

1

DeFuniak Springs Parks and Recreation Master Plan
Facilities Inventory Checklist
CONDITIONS
Signage - park ID sign and regulatory
signage posted
Parking lot pavement condition and
striping

No
N/A

Bike rack provisions - provided on
hardscape surface

No

Turf condition

Turf conditions are fair.

Dead/dying trees

No

Stumps

No

Park shelters number and conditions

4 existing park shelters are present but not numbered. Park
shelters are in good condition.

Seating availability

Yes

ADA compliant picnic tables

No

ADA compliant drinking fountains

No

Trash and recycling receptacles
provisions

Existing trash cans are located throughout the property. Trash
cans are in good condition.

Restroom numbers and condition

No

Drainage issues

No

Trip hazards

Yes - Sidewalk has portion starting to settle and parts of the
concrete is broken off.

Facility lighting and condition

Yes - Good

3

DeFuniak Springs Parks and Recreation Master Plan
Facilities Inventory Checklist
PLAY AREAS
ADA access to play equipment and
ADA equipment provided

No

Play surfacing – Acceptable depth and
material. Safety mats or surfacing

Play surface is dirt. No safety mats or surfacing present.

No exposed footings play equipment

No

Play equipment condition

Good

Pinch points

No

Fall zone obstructions

No

Other

Piers are in good condition. However, there are exposed
footings on the side.

SPORT COURTS AND FIELDS
Turf condition

Please review turf comments in the previous section.

Fence conditions (curled fencing or
heaving posts)

N/A

Pavement/sports surface condition on
basketball and tennis courts

Shuffle board court in good condition.

Condition of bleachers and team
benches

N/A

Condition of equipment (basketball
backboards, tennis nets, etc.)

N/A

Other

N/A
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Facilities Inventory Checklist

DeFuniak Springs Parks and Recreation Master Plan
Facilities Inventory Checklist
GENERAL INFORMATION
Facility Name

Pat Covell Park #2

Address

400 Vann Avenue

Primary use

Playground, basketball, picnicking

Facility size

1.17 acres

Times of operation

Dawn to Dusk

Location/context map

1

DeFuniak Springs Parks and Recreation Master Plan
Facilities Inventory Checklist
CONDITIONS
Signage - park ID sign and regulatory
signage posted
Parking lot pavement condition and
striping

Signs are posted.
Parking lot is in good condition.

Bike rack provisions - provided on
hardscape surface

Existing bike rack is located in grass.

Turf condition

Turf conditions are fair.

Dead/dying trees

No

Stumps

No

Park shelters number and conditions

1 existing park shelter is present but not numbered. Park shelter
is in good condition.

Seating availability

Yes

ADA compliant picnic tables

No

ADA compliant drinking fountains

No

Trash and recycling receptacles
provisions

Existing trash cans are located throughout the property. Trash
cans are in good condition.

Restroom numbers and condition

2 Restrooms - Men’s bathroom is in good condition. Unable to
verify condition of woman’s bathroom due to being locked.

Drainage issues

No

Trip hazards

Yes - Basketball court has erosion along the north side.

Facility lighting and condition

Yes - Good

3

DeFuniak Springs Parks and Recreation Master Plan
Facilities Inventory Checklist
PLAY AREAS
ADA access to play equipment and
ADA equipment provided

No

Play surfacing – Acceptable depth and
material. Safety mats or surfacing

Play surface is sand. No safety mats or surfacing present.

No exposed footings play equipment

No

Play equipment condition

Good

Pinch points

No

Fall zone obstructions

No

Other

N/A

SPORT COURTS AND FIELDS
Turf condition

Please review turf comments in the previous section.

Fence conditions (curled fencing or
heaving posts)

Good

Pavement/sports surface condition on
basketball and tennis courts

Basketball court is in fair condition. Basketball court has minor to
moderate cracks throughout. Basketball court has erosion with
minor undermining along the north side.
Good

Condition of bleachers and team
benches
Condition of equipment (basketball
backboards, tennis nets, etc.)

Good
Needs replacement

Other

N/A
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A.4 Framework for Dog Park Needs Assessment

DeFuniak Springs Parks and Recreation Master Plan
Dog Park Siting Checklist
Siting a dog park can be a complicated and potentially controversial process. The list below covers
some major considerations to review. In addition, guidance provided by the American Kennel Club
can be found here: https://images.akc.org/pdf/GLEG01.pdf
Size

While dog parks can range is size, think about demand and the
amount of land needs for different size dogs. For example, do you
need a separate space for small dogs.

Fencing

Preferably there should be room for a double gated entry and a four- to
six-foot-high fence

Surrounding land use

Are there near by uses that would be bothered by the noise of dogs
parking?

Shade and seating

Is there shade for humans and dogs and the potential for seating for
humans?

Water access

Is there access to water for the dogs?

Drainage and ground cover

Is the ground level and able to withstand the wear of dogs running?

Parking

Is there adequate parking?

Is there ADA compliant access

Can people of all ages and abilities get to the site?

Trash receptacles and provisions

Is there a plan for trash/waste pick up?

Signage

Is there space for signs about rules and regulations?

Facility lighting and condition

Is there existing lighting? Is the site safe?

DeFuniak Springs Parks and Recreation Master Plan
DeFuniak Springs Parks and Recreation Master Plan

Dog Park Siting Checklist
Dog Park Siting Checklist
In addition to site features, several regulatory expectations must be established.
In addition to site features, several regulatory expectations must be established.
General maintenance
General maintenance

Who will pick up trash, mow and maintain the site.
Who will pick up trash, mow and maintain the site.

Hours
Hours

What will be the hours of access and how will they be enforced?
What will be the hours of access and how will they be enforced?

General rules
General rules

Who will establish and enforce rules? For example, how will
immunizations
andand
dogenforce
bites berules?
addressed?
Who will establish
For example, how will
immunizations and dog bites be addressed?

Budget
Budget

How will maintenance be funded?
How will maintenance be funded?

Need
Need

Consider surveying the community to establish demand. This will also
dictate
thesurveying
park size.the community to establish demand. This will also
Consider
dictate the park size.
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1. CPTED overview
Crime prevention through environmental design (CPTED) is the application of designing safety and security
into the natural environment of a specific area. Specifically, CPTED concepts and strategies use the three
interrelated principles of natural surveillance, natural access and territoriality, plus activity support and
maintenance. By using the behavior of people, a knowledge of crime generators, the physical environment,
and the space of an area, CPTED can provide benefits of safety and security if applied in the conceptual,
design and planning stages of a project. Planning the use of a facility, such as a bus and/or parking garage,
transit center, intermodal terminal or a park and ride lot, should also encompass details for providing users
with safety and security. CPTED can be the solution to many transit agencies security issues. Additionally,
the concepts and strategies of CPTED have been applied for years and incorporated into the designs of several
facilities not related to transit. However, there is belief that its principles can assist transit in increasing
ridership through a sense of system safety and security.
CPTED emphasizes using the structures, spaces, lighting and people around an area to prevent crime and to
increase loss prevention. Accomplishing this task is not an easy one; architects attempt to beautify, and
engineers attempt to increase efficiency. While all stakeholders must be responsive to meeting the objectives
of the safety and security programs, CPTED concepts and strategies should be identified in consultation with
security staff.
Transit systems throughout the United States have limited resources to invest in security systems and security
staff. CPTED considerations early in the design and planning may optimize that investment, improving safety
and security while reducing risk and incidents. CPTED may also be used with other recommended practices,
such as fencing, gates, lighting, landscaping, bus stop/shelter design, etc., to blend security with area
aesthetics while adhering to local ordinances. This Recommended Practice is designed to provide guidance in
achieving successful application of CPTED concepts and strategies at public transit facilities.

1.1 Stakeholder considerations
To the extent possible, the application of CPTED principles should be considered to meet the specific needs
of users of transit facilities (parking, walkways, internal or underground areas, maintenance yards, employee
parking, etc.). Implementation of CPTED principles serves a meaningful purpose. When appropriately
applied, they can be conducive to operations without becoming a financial or maintenance burden. The
applications of the principles of CPTED, separately or combined with other practices, provide the following
benefits:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Creates a welcoming environment.
Fosters a sense of physical and social community order.
Creates a sense of ownership by transit users and employees.
Maximizes the presence of transit staff and law enforcement figures.
Minimizes opportunities for out-of-sight activity.
Manages access to authorized areas and controls access to non-public areas.

1.2 Risk assessment considerations
Transit agencies should evaluate risk and use system wide and asset-specific risk assessments as a guide in
determining the application of CPTED practices to maximize transit safety and security.

1.2.1 Systemwide assessment
Transit agencies should first refer to their security risk assessment findings to determine the risks to their
systems’ assets and the surrounding environment. Transit agencies that do not have existing security risk
assessments should develop them using current government guidelines.
© 2010 American Public Transportation Association
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1.2.2 Transit facility risk assessment
Transit agencies should use a risk-based assessment approach to identify safety and security threats to their
transit systems. To determine specific risk to passenger facility and nonrevenue areas, agencies should refer to
each asset’s criticality ranking and the security and risk management issues for each specific location under
review. The approach may also evaluate system vulnerabilities to those threats and identify consequences to
people, equipment and property. The findings should be used to determine appropriate security requirements
for the protection of critical infrastructure and the deterrence of crime at transit properties. The Federal
Transit Administration (FTA) provides information on threat and vulnerability assessments for CPTED
applications, as well as other useful security resources, at http://transit-safety.volpe.dot.gov/Security/
SecurityInitiatives/ActionItems/actionlist.asp. Refer to section 1f and 9c.

1.2.3 CPTED survey
A CPTED survey identifies exposures within the transit system’s built and natural environments and
recommends enhancements that reduce risks to people, operations and facilities. The survey is a component of
the risk assessment process and focuses on identifying human behaviors, along with other potential exposures
within specific areas. Survey findings identify solutions that, if implemented, enhance the safety and security
of transit systems. Annex A contains a sample of a CPTED survey that can be utilized by transit systems.

2. CPTED strategies
CPTED involves the design use of five strategies: natural surveillance; natural access control; territorial
reinforcement (using buildings, fences, pavement, signs and landscaping to express ownership); activity
support (placing the right activity in the space); and maintenance (addressing the inspection, repair and
general housekeeping of the space).
Accepted CPTED industry strategies are described below and detailed in Table 1:
•
•

•

•

•

Natural surveillance. This strategy involves reducing crime by decreasing target opportunities in a
space/area by placing physical features, activities and people to maximize visibility.
Natural access control. Channeling people into, alongside or out of spaces/areas and deterring
entry elsewhere along the boundary are the concepts of this principle (through the judicial placement
of entrances, exits, fencing, landscaping and lighting); This concept denies access to crime targets and
creates a perception of risk for adversaries.
Territoriality. Territoriality notifies users and non-users of the boundaries of a space/area or facility.
It creates a psychological deterrent to crime by notifying users of the space/area/facility that they are
being watched and that the community is the space/area/facility for purposeful activities.
Activity support. By encouraging authorized activities in public spaces, the community and transit
system ridership understand its intended use. Criminal acts are discouraged, and an increase in safety
and security of the transit system, its operations, facilities, ridership and people are realized.
Maintenance. Care and upkeep demonstrates expression of ownership for the intended purpose of
the area. A lack of care indicates loss of control of a space or area and can be a sign of tolerance for
disorder. Establishing care and maintenance standards and continuing the service preserves the
intended use of the space/area. CPTED maintenance and care standards also safeguard the best
interests of the community and transit agency where they serve.
TABLE 1
CPTED Strategies and Applications
Strategy
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TABLE 1
CPTED Strategies and Applications
Strategy
Natural surveillance

Transit Application

• Maximize visibility by designing
doors and windows to look into
public areas, such as parking
lots, roadways or sidewalks.
• Ensure adequate illumination of
public areas.
• It is directed at keeping intruders
under observation. Organized
surveillance strategies include
use of police and guard patrols.
Lighting and CCTV are
mechanical strategies for
surveillance, and natural
strategies include widows, low
landscaping and raised
entrances.

Natural access control

• Use landscape structures and
architectural designs to
discourage access to private
areas.
• Design streets, roadways,
pathways, driveways and
neighborhood gateways to mark
public routes.
• Provides some indication of
where people are allowed and
not allowed.

Territoriality

• Clearly distinguish the difference
between restricted and public
areas.
• Implement landscape plantings,
pavement surface treatments,
fences,
T-walls, etc., to reinforce the
territory of restricted or public
areas.
• Create physical designs that
enhance or extend the sphere of
influence so that users develop a
sense of proprietorship.
Organized territorial strategies
typically include neighborhood
crime watches, receptionists, and
guard stations. Mechanical
strategies can be perimeter
sensing systems. Natural
territorial strategies include
fences, walls and landscaping.
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TABLE 1
CPTED Strategies and Applications
Strategy
Activity support

Transit Application

• Identify activities that create
community involvement in the
public space.
• Ensure that public space
activities complement other
activities in the same space.

Maintenance

• Maintain the cleanliness and
functionality of revenue and
nonrevenue areas and spaces.
• Inspect assets, equipment and
facilities to ensure satisfactory
operation.
• Keep up with repairs; make
necessary replacements; paint;
trim landscaping; remove trash
and debris; enforce a zerotolerance policy to graffiti and
vandalism; and maintain
aesthetic appearance of assets,
equipment and facilities.

3. Approaching the CPTED process
CPTED strategies are most successful when they inconvenience the public the least.

4. Training
Transit specific training for CPTED is available from the Transportation Safety Institute (TSI) a training
program within the United States Department of Transportation. CPTED courses may also be offered by other
agencies, educational institutions, programs and should be considered when gaining a comprehensive
overview of the principle. (Additional resources for training would include the National Transit Institute local
police academies and Homeland Security).
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Annex A: CPTED Design Considerations Checklist
DIRECTIONS: Utilize this checklist to help you decide which principles may be applicable to your
transit agency in conjunction with local zoning laws.
PERFORMANCE STANDARD AND FUNCTIONAL AREA CONSIDERATIONS

EVALUATION

NATURAL SURVEILLANCE
Blind corners
Avoid blind corners in pathways and parking lots.

□
□
□

Pathways are direct. All barriers along pathways are permeable (see-through), including
landscaping, fencing, etc.
Low-growth vegetation is be used to prevent blind corners.
Consider the installation of mirrors to allow users to see ahead of them and around corners.
Site and building layout
Allow natural observation from the street to the use, from the use to the street, and between
uses.

□
□
□

Comments or other
strategies used:

Comments or other
strategies used:

Main entrances/exits are located at the front of the site and in view of the street.
There is a clear border definition of controlled space (public to private).
Transitional zones are clearly marked (for movement into controlled area).

Administrative or maintenance facilities:
□ Boxes or planters are located away from buildings.
□ If employee entrances must be separated from the main entrance, they maximize
opportunities for natural surveillance from the street.
□ In industrial developments, administration/offices are at the front of the building.
Surface parking and parking structures:
□ Large expanses of parking are avoided. Where large expanses of parking are proposed,
provide surveillance such as security cameras.
□ Access to elevators, stairwells and pedestrian pathways is clearly visible from an adjacent
parking area.
□ Hidden recesses are avoided.
□ Parking areas are located in locations that can be observed by adjoining areas.
Common/open space areas
□ Open spaces are clearly designated and situated at locations that are easily observed by
people. Parks, plazas, common areas and playgrounds are placed in the front of buildings.
Shopping centers and other similar uses face streets.
□ Dumpster enclosures are designed and located to screen refuse containers without
providing opportunities to hide.
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PERFORMANCE STANDARD AND FUNCTIONAL AREA CONSIDERATIONS
Building interior
Provide natural surveillance for common/open space areas.

□
□
□
□
□
□
□

□
□

□
□

Comments or other
strategies used:

Front fences are predominantly open in design, such as pickets or wrought iron, or low in
height.
High solid front fences are designed in a manner that incorporates open elements to allow
visibility above the height of 5 feet.
If noise insulation is required, double glazing is installed at the front of the building rather
than solid fences higher than 5 feet.
Landscaping
Avoid landscaping that obstructs natural surveillance and allows intruders to hide.

□

Comments or other
strategies used:

Entrances are designed to allow users to see into them before entering.
Entrances are be clearly identified.
Fencing
Fence design should maximize surveillance from the street to the building and
from the building to the street, and minimize opportunities for intruders to hide.

□

Comments or other
strategies used:

Active uses or habitable rooms are positioned with windows adjacent to main common/open
space area.
Adequate lighting is provided in hallways, restrooms, stairways and work areas.
The building has separate areas for receiving mail, deliveries, etc.
There is an integrated communication system throughout the building.
There are no obstructions that prevent visibility through windows.
Waiting areas and external entries to elevators/stairwells are located close to areas of active
use to make them visible from the building entry.
Seating is located in areas of active use.
Entrances
Provide entries that are clearly visible.

□
□

EVALUATION

Comments or other
strategies used:

Trees with dense, low-growth foliage are spaced, or their crowns are raised to avoid a
continuous barrier.
Low groundcover, shrubs a maximum of 24 inches in height, or high-canopied trees (clean
trimmed to a height of 8 feet) are used around parking areas and along pedestrian
pathways.
Vegetation that conceals the building entrance from the street is avoided.
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PERFORMANCE STANDARD AND FUNCTIONAL AREA CONSIDERATIONS
Exterior lighting
Provide exterior lighting that enhances natural surveillance.

□
□
□
□
□
□
□
□
□
□
□

□

Building identification
Ensure that buildings are clearly identified by street number to prevent unintended
access and to assist people who are trying to find the building.

□

Comments or other
strategies used:

Security bars and security doors should be visually permeable (see-through).
ACCESS CONTROL

□
□

Comments or other
strategies used:

Where allowed by city code, ticket kiosks and shops are located on lower floors and offices
on upper floors. In this way, office workers can observe the businesses after hours, while the
office entrances can be observed by the business during business hours.
Food kiosks, restaurants, etc. are included within parks and parking structures, if applicable.

Security bars, shutters and doors
Where used and permitted by building and fire codes, security bars, shutters and doors should
allow
observation of the street and be consistent with the architectural style of the building.

□

Comments or other
strategies used:

Lighting plan is prepared in accordance with Illuminating Engineering Society of America
(IESA) Standards, which addresses project lighting in a comprehensive manner. Lighting
approach is consistent with local conditions and crime problems.
Elevated light fixtures (poles, light standards, etc.) are located in a coordinated manner that
provides the desired coverage. The useful ground coverage of an elevated light fixture is
roughly twice its height.
For areas intended to be used at night, lighting supports visibility. Where lighting is placed at
a lower height to support visibility for pedestrians, it is vandal-resistant.
Inset or modulated spaces on a building façade, access/egress routes and signage are well
lit.
In areas used by pedestrians, lighting shines on pedestrian pathways and possible
entrapment spaces.
Lighting takes into account vegetation, in both its current and mature forms, as well as any
other element with the potential for blocking light.
Areas not intended for nighttime use are not lit, to avoid giving a false impression of use or
safety. If danger spots are usually vacant at night, then avoid lighting them and close them
off to pedestrians.
“Safe routes” are selected and lit so that these become the focus of legitimate pedestrian
activity after dark.
Light standards and electrical equipment are located away from walls or low buildings to
avoid climbing opportunities.
Photoelectric rather than time switches are used for exterior lighting.
In areas used primarily by older people, higher levels of brightness are provided in
public/common areas.

Mix of uses
In mixed-use buildings, increase opportunities for natural surveillance while protecting privacy.

□

EVALUATION

Comments or other
strategies used:

Street numbers are plainly visible and legible from the street or road fronting the property.
Street numbers are made of durable materials, preferably reflective or luminous, and
unobstructed (e.g. by foliage).
For larger projects, location maps (fixed plaque format) and directional signage are provided
at public entry points and along internal public routes of travel.

© 2010 American Public Transportation Association

7

APTA SS-SIS-007-10 | Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) for Transit Facilities
PERFORMANCE STANDARD AND FUNCTIONAL AREA CONSIDERATIONS
Entrances
Avoid confusion in locating building entrances.

□
□
□

□
□
□
□
□
□

Comments or other
strategies used:

There is some kind of active surveillance (CCTV, alarm systems, guard service or police
patrols).
Floor-level windows are made of lexan, polycarbonate, etc.
Doors to critical areas are secured, or have access control.
The facility practices key control.
The facility practices inventory control.
Tamper-proof locking systems are used for the building and offices.
Consider the use of security hardware and/or human measures to reduce opportunities for
unauthorized access.
Signage
Ensure that signage is clearly visible, easy to read and simple to understand.

□
□

Comments or other
strategies used:

Large trees, garages, utility structures, fences and gutters are not located next to secondstory windows or balconies that could provide a means of access.
Security
Reduce opportunities for unauthorized access.

□

Comments or other
strategies used:

Consider using thorny plants as an effective barrier.

Landscaping location
Avoid placement of vegetation that would enable access to a building or to neighboring
buildings.

□

Comments or other
strategies used:

Entrances are easily recognizable through design features and directional signage.
Entry access into facilities is limited.
The number of entry points is minimized.
Landscaping
Use vegetation as barriers to deter unauthorized access.

□

EVALUATION

Comments or other
strategies used:

Strong colors, standard symbols and simple graphics are used for informational signs.
There is signage to reinforce transition zones and give direction.

Surface parking and parking structure:
□ Upon entering the parking area, both pedestrians and drivers can get a clear understanding
of the direction to stairs, elevators and exits.
□ In multi-level parking areas, creative signage is used to distinguish among floors to enable
users to easily locate their cars.
□ Users are advised of security measures that are in place and where to find them — i.e.,
security phones or the intercom system.
□ Signage is provided in the parking area advising users to lock their cars.
□ Where exits are closed after hours, this information is indicated at the parking area entrance.
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PERFORMANCE STANDARD AND FUNCTIONAL AREA CONSIDERATIONS
OWNERSHIP
Maintenance
Create a “cared for” perception.

□
□

□
□

□
□
□
□
□
□
□
□
□
□
□
□
□
□
□
□

Comments or other
strategies used:

Building is well-maintained.
Landscaping is well-maintained, in order to give an impression of ownership, care and
security.
Materials
Use materials that reduce the opportunity for vandalism.

□

EVALUATION

Comments or other
strategies used:

Consider using strong, wear resistant laminate, impervious glazed ceramics, treated
masonry products, stainless steel materials, anti-graffiti paints, and clear over sprays to
reduce opportunities for vandalism. Avoid flat or porous finishes in area where graffiti is likely
to be a problem.
Where large walls are unavoidable, vegetative screens are used.
Common areas and/or street furniture are be made of long-wearing, vandal-resistant
materials and are secured by sturdy anchor points, or removed after hours.
STATIONS AND TERMINALS (BUS OR RAIL)
Comments or other
Storage and baggage lockers are not incorporated in station design.
strategies used:
Information centers, ticket vending machines and concessions are placed so as not to
obstruct sight lines.
Street entrances are well illuminated.
Stairways are left open to increase visibility.
Mirrors are installed on blind corners.
Bathrooms are located near a highly traveled part of the station, not in a remote area.
Bathroom doors are locked open during business hours.
Clear border definition of controlled space (public to restricted) is provided.
Transitional zones are clearly marked.
Cul-de-sacs and alcoves are avoided.
Transparent materials are used to enhance sight lines and enhance security.
Walls are painted or tiled in a reflective material to increase illumination.
Where possible, stations/terminals have open shafts or skylights to bring in natural light.
Underpass and passageways illuminations are vandal resistant.
Off-hour waiting areas are clearly marked, visible to customers and equipped with CCTV and
intercom system.
Train enunciators, visual and audio, in stations alert customers of arrivals and minimize time
spent on isolated platforms or mezzanines.

Site layout:
□ Structures are set back from roads and parking areas, if applicable.
□ Physical barriers such as bollards, road spikes, and fencing enforce setbacks and/or prevent
ramming.
□ Vehicle entrances are kept to a minimum.
□ Sight lines around the station are unobstructed.
Architectural features:
□ “No Trespassing” signage is provided where applicable.
□ Instructions are posted or broadcasted on how to report suspicious activity.
□ Bright paint colors are used to increase ambient lighting.

© 2010 American Public Transportation Association

9

APTA SS-SIS-007-10 | Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) for Transit Facilities
PERFORMANCE STANDARD AND FUNCTIONAL AREA CONSIDERATIONS
STATIONS AND TERMINALS (BUS OR RAIL) (continued)

EVALUATION
Comments or other
strategies used:

Interior layout:
□ Interior station layout provides unobstructed sight lines, minimizing hidden areas or remote
passageways.
□ Kiosks, ads and other information are positioned so they don’t disrupt sight lines.
□ Columns and blind corners are minimized.
□ Security mirrors are installed on columns and corners.
□ Operator booth is positioned for maximum presence and visibility within station.
□ Nonpublic facilities are hidden and not identified.
Systems and services:
□ Appropriate surveillance is provided at entrances, at access points to nonpublic areas and
throughout the station.
□ Sufficient lighting is provided for nighttime surveillance.
□ Intrusion alarms are installed at access points to nonpublic areas.
□ Communication links to administrative and emergency response centers are provided.
□ Backup emergency lighting is installed.
ELEVATED STRUCTURES
Site layout:
□ Access to land below structure is restricted, where possible.
□ Structure is set back from roads, parking areas and other buildings, if possible.
□ Physical barriers such as fences, bollards and fenders enforce setbacks and prevent
ramming.
□ Adjacent roadways are designed to inhibit high-velocity ramming of columns.
□ Clear sight lines are provided under and around the structure.

Comments or other
strategies used:

Interior layout:
□ Emergency and maintenance access points are limited.
Architectural features:
□ Emergency and maintenance access points are secured with gates, locks or other accesscontrol measures.
□ “No Trespassing” signage is provided where applicable.
□ Columns are made difficult to climb (by choice of materials, dimensions or barriers such as
fences).
STRATEGIES FOR TRANSIT STOPS
Site layout:
□ Physical barriers such as bollards and fencing are provided to prevent ramming, or to
prevent unauthorized access if the stop has a segregated transit way.

Comments or other
strategies used:

Interior layout:
Kiosks, ads and information are positioned so as to not disrupt sight lines.

□

Architectural features:
□ Signage deters nontransit vehicles from the stop area.
Systems and services:
□ Emergency call boxes are provided report incidents.
□ Adequate lighting is provided for surveillance.
© 2010 American Public Transportation Association
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PERFORMANCE STANDARD AND FUNCTIONAL AREA CONSIDERATIONS
ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDINGS AND OCCs
Site layout:
□ The number of access points is minimized.
□ Building entrances face away from unsecured areas.
□ Sight lines are unobstructed around the building.

EVALUATION
Comments or other
strategies used:

Interior layout:
□ Building layout provides unobstructed sight lines, minimizing hidden areas and blind corners.
Architectural features
□ Critical equipment is secured with gates, locks or other access-control measures.
□ “No Trespassing” signage is provided where applicable.
□ Sufficient lighting is provided for nighttime surveillance.
□ Appropriate surveillance and access management system are provided at entrances.
□ Backup emergency lighting is provided.
MAINTENANCE AND STORAGE FACILITIES
Site layout:
□ Structure and vehicle-storage areas are set back from roads and public parking areas.
□ Physical barriers such as bollards, fencing and grade changes are used to enforce setbacks
and secure the perimeter.
□ The number of access points is minimized.
□ Staffed security checkpoints are provided at site access points.
□ Sight lines are unobstructed throughout the site.
□ The parking area is segregated from transit vehicles and fuel storage.

Comments or other
strategies used:

Interior layout:
□ Building layout provides unobstructed sight lines, minimizing hidden areas and blind corners.
Architectural features:
□ Rolling doors restrict view or access into maintenance barns.
□ Critical equipment is secured with gates, locks or other access-control measures.
System and services:
Remote surveillance and alarm systems are installed.
Sufficient lighting is provided for nighttime surveillance.
Backup emergency lighting is provided.

□
□
□
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PERFORMANCE STANDARD AND FUNCTIONAL AREA CONSIDERATIONS
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EVALUATION

TRACK, TUNNEL AND RIGHT OF WAY (RAIL ONLY)
Comments or other
Tracks and track right-of-way are protected against encroachment and unauthorized access. strategies used:
Vegetation is eliminated from the track right-of-way and kept low in the areas adjacent to
tracks.
Signage warn of potential dangers.
Natural barriers are used whenever possible.
Clearly identified boundary lines are established.
Tunnels are adequately illuminated.
Rooms, used or unused, are well-secured.
Intrusion detection prevents unauthorized entrance into tunnels, exits and ventilation shafts.
Access control is provided for employees into tunnels, shafts, etc.
Provisions are made for people to call for help.
Walkways are clearly identified.
Access points are isolated from public roadways and parking areas.
Physical barriers such as ditches, bollards, road spikes and fencing are provided around
portals and other access points.
Vent ducts are situated in self-contained secure buildings, locked, elevated and hidden.
Tunnels do not contain unnecessary niches that may conceal people or explosives.
Physical barriers shield tunnel walkway from platform or portal access.
Emergency exit doors lock from the outside but allow unimpeded egress during
emergencies.
Solid access doors are provided to ventilation shafts whenever grating is unnecessary.
“No Trespassing” signage is provided where applicable.
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Definitions
activity support: Placing activities in public spaces that are intended for use by residents or customers and
other legitimate users and, therefore, discourage criminal or undesirable activity.
asset: Any real or personal property, tangible or intangible, that a company or individual owns that can be
given or assigned a monetary value.
crime generators: Locations and activities that have the propensity to generate crime in the surrounding
area.
crime statistics: The tabulations of crimes by time, geography, characteristics of offenders and victims,
modus operandi, effectiveness of police response, arrests, convictions, sentences and other data.
design conflict: Two incompatible activities that are located next to each other and are forced to compete
for the same space.
maintenance: The continued care and upkeep of a space for its intended purpose. It also serves as an
expression of ownership.
natural access control: The physical channeling of people coming and going from a space by the judicial
placement of entrances, exits, fencing systems, landscaping and lighting.

© 2010 American Public Transportation Association

13

APTA SS-SIS-007-10 | Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) for Transit Facilities

nonrevenue transit facility: A non-publicly accessible transit facility or the non-publicly accessible
portion of a mixed revenue/nonrevenue facility, i.e. operations control centers, maintenance facilities, bus
vehicle storage yards, rail vehicle storage yards, traction power substations, communication rooms, train
control rooms, emergency fan plants, elevator rooms, passenger station ancillary rooms and other similar
facilities.
natural surveillance: The placement of physical features, activities, and people in a way that maximizes
visibility.
revenue transit facility: A publicly accessible transit facility or the publicly accessible portion of a mixed
revenue/nonrevenue facility, i.e. passenger stations and terminals.
risk assessment: A formal methodical process used to evaluate risks to a transit system. The security
portion of the risk assessment identifies security threats (both terrorism and crime) to the transit system;
evaluates system vulnerabilities to those threats; and determines the consequences to people, equipment and
property.
station: A type of public transportation passenger facility designated for the purpose of boarding and
alighting passengers. Station features and amenities may include information/waiting areas, boarding and
alighting platforms, ticket/fare card sales, turnstiles or other fare collection equipment, restrooms, concourses,
mezzanines, vendor shops and other related facilities.
transit agency: A representative organization that operates transit and other transportation related services.
target hardening: Providing physical security to a target making it more resistant to attack.
territorial reinforcement (territoriality): The use of physical attributes that express ownership such as
fences, signage, landscaping, lighting, pavement designs, etc.
unassigned space: Sites built with spaces that have no assigned purposes and no one to exercise control
over them.

Abbreviations and acronyms
ADA
APTA
ASIS
CCTV
CPTED
FTA
IESA
NCHRP
OCC
TCRP
TSI

Americans with Disabilities Act
American Public Transportation Association
American Society for Industrial Security
closed-circuit television
crime prevention through environmental design
Federal Transit Administration
Illuminating Engineering Society of America
National Cooperative Highway Research Program
operations and control center
Transit Cooperative Research Program
Transportation Safety Institute
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